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A QUICK WORD FROM THE ‘OFFICE’ 

Christmas time ts usually a time when we can sit back and drink a couple of 
hundred stubbies and forget about the woes of life for a while. Bul wilh the amount of 
mail coming to P O Box 53 we've been forced to spend most of the summer break 
typing! Thanks, a bioody lot! Nah, seriousiy, it's good to see some of you oui there 
are finally starting to see the light and get your views into us, and subsequently the 

administrators. That's wnat its ail about. Now if we could oniy Keep you writing 


t -L Tt | 
Sleeping with the enemy? 

For many years there has been a school of thought that suggests the people running 
soccer in Australia have got it so wrang for so lond it may be time fo ive someone alse 3 
go, This theory became reality with the election of David Hill to the top jGu and the : 
appointments of George Negus and the mysteriousiy low-profile Dawid Woolley, But snould 
the welcoming of outsiders be extended fo embrace rival football codes? The declarations 
of interest fram Carton, Manly and Brisbane has been welcomed by cerains sections of the 
game's administration yet this interest can hardly be interpreted as ‘wanting to help the 
game’. > _ 

No, these sporting monoliths are only interested in soccer for one reason. Provit. 

But here's the rub. The national league has traditionally lost money with most clubs 
consistently in the red. and with a large cloud hanging over the transfer sysiem ihe days of 
unexpecteo windfalis are numbered. The only way these ciubs are liKely TO M@Ke @ profit js 
either through the turnstiles (questionable) cr through the sale of televieian riehts 
particularly outside Australia, in other words, the success of the team is not necessaniy 
going to be at the top of the agenda. Almost certainiv. the welfare of the soccer club will be 
secondary to the welfare of the 'focty' club. | 

With the proposed extension of the A-League !o 14 teams, mosi discussion has centred 
around the Melbourne clubs’ apllications. With Bulleen's anllication receivina only scant 
aitention and with a large cloud hanging over the Zebras' home base only the Melbourne 
Warriors anc Carton bios seem to have any realistic cnance of success, in essence. it 
proves the dire state of Victorian soccer. When the only serous applications to ioin the A. 
League come from a club dumped less than twélve rnonths ago (can SacAiis really expect 
two of Melbourne's three national league clubs to be Greek-backed?) and a Aussie Rules 
backed syndicate, how can Victorian seccer claim te be making huge sindes? 


The farce of Oceania 


We are writing this atter witnessing the 8-1 cemolition of Vanuatu in their Opening 
Olympic qualifying match in Adeliade, Each time an Oceania tournament is star ocd We ASK 
ourselves the same question, How leng will this sham continue? While it ie | ninety bales fyye 
the game's adminisiraiors to give the opportunity for island oulpasts fa eolripeler will he 
big boys, it does nothing for the status of these nV nations. and inevitably beoornie an 


embarrassment for the tikes of Vanuatu, as well as realie a atremely uncanfcrtahie tar ty 
likes of Australia Who are Supposed lo snow no Mercy and cnush Ment Oy JONG quale peo 
game. Before the match we discussed haw in my qoae CF shoe eoane Cohpriten 


ranged from 3to 25 (ves, there were a few beers Had before the Qarne, Give ie oda 
of opportunities creates by O7 nefore they scorect their first amer altriost halfan her JS 
goals Is not out of the question in the return ‘leg! later in the tournament 

lf we had our way, Charlie Dempsey would be forced to sit mext to Joao Havelange, front 
row centre, and explain to Joao just how effectively all the smaller Pacific nations have 
benefitted from the endless supply of financial resources directed to the region over the 
past decade or three. In particular, the numerous coaching sojourns made to ine Aacific 
outposts by Oz and Kiwi coaches. The quality of defending by the minnows is truly 
disastrous, To play a standard five-at-the-back seems totally illogical. When a team 
Struggles to put together five passes (except maybe dunng the pre-match kickabout) it 
makes You wonder why they bother playing with four midfielders! 

On page 16, Henry Wizgier takes a light-hearted swipe at Dempsey and co, and we find 
it hard to argue with a lot of his criticisms. However, the Oceanic farce may not be will i 
much longer. Dempsey and co have survived this long because of their loyalty te Joa, Li! 
with the imminent downfall of the Brazilian autocrat, his successors may take a Vasiliy . 
different view to soccer in the region We hone so. 








Plenty of Xmas cheer off the pitch but a lot of bad feeling on it. Areal mixed 
bag this month as ‘SU undertakes its regular review and asks 


Did that really happen? 


On the field..... 


DECEMBER 

22 - Wollongong score their first goal in 4 games but Canberra hit back for 4 3-1 away win 
23 - Paul Trimboll & Steve Panopoulos both score for the second conseculive qane ma 2 
0 home win over Ad City. Over at Hindmarsh West Ad end their run of iree corseculive 
defeats with a 2-1 win over Newcastle. 0-0 at Marcori where the hore learn craw with the 
Knights, and also all square at Leichardt where UTSO come fram 0-2 down to draw with 


the visiting Falcons. The big shock of ine right is Bnsbare’s 4-0 hammenng ot Sydney Lite 


at Suncorp Stadium, with Frank Farina scorng a hat-trick 

26 - A Boxing Day bonanza sees 6 Ericsson Cup fixtures played) Newnoastle and Urisbare 
play out @ scoreless draw, as do Ad Cityanc UTSO in Canberra, South Melbourne's fine 
run of results comes to an end as Paul Wade scores twice ina 34 wich Wy for eC ocnrricies 
The Knights have a comfortable 2-0 win over West Ac al Somers: ‘St while Sydiiey (Nel 
extend Wollongong's losing streak to five with a 3-0 win, Braden! resuill af Wie fight ii it 
Gippsland as Marconi stun Morwell 4-1. 

29 - A last minute equaliser from Harry James ailows Meweastle lo sratety a Ura wall) 
Sydney Utd at Austral Park. Meanwhile at the Lakeside Stadiuin South) Molbenienie tlie a 
pathetic Wollongong 6-0 with Ivan Kelic scoring four 

30 - The Knights pick up a valuable away point in a 0.0 draw al Grisbarie, allot We ihe 
fourth time in six games they've failed to trouble the scoreboard atlendant Ul ois 20 
home win over Canberra is enough to keep them iri top spol, while olvewlite (ete at 
important home wins for Marconi (4-2 over Ad City) ancl Weet Ad (2 0 over Marvell) 


JANUARY 
3 - Canberra earn a 1-1 away draw in ther Johnie Walker Cup Tet nunc 18 leg reialel 
away at West Adelaide 
5 - It's UTSO's turn to demolish the Wolves this tire --0 al Brandon Paik @ regi (vat 
enables Olympic to reach the half-way mark at the head of the tuble Yallongeny qu ite 
the mid-summer break having scored only one goal in their previgus seven qarnies 
Incredibly, over 5 000 fans see the match, the Wolves bicgest hore crowd of the beancn 
6 - Marconi retain second place with a 3-1 away win at Canberra with Andy Harjo) scone 
his fourth goal in five games, while Brisbane score a crucial 1-0 at Morwell 
7 - Sydney United remain third as an Ante Miltcie 
(left} hat-trick helps the nome team to a 4-7 wiry Quin 
South Melbourne. The Knights win 2-0 at home 
against Newcastle in a spiteful affair which we surely 
haven't heard the iast of, while the big Adelaide ae: by 
sees two penalties converted by Robbie Hooker send 
West Ad into the top six at their co-tenant's expense, 
10 - Substitute Joe Mullen scores a dramatic late 
winner to give Adelaide City a 1-0 win over Morwell in 
thew JVC 4st round, 1st leo clash. 
12 - Glen Sprod socres the only goal of the gqariw tn 
give Newcastle a 1-0 home win over Brisbarie i) thie 
JVWC 1st round, 1st leg clash, 
13 - The Oceania Olympic qualifying: tourniariwnil bit 
off with Australia putting NINE past Variiiba henpon 
Eddy. Astonishingly, the (sanders 800re 10 avoid total 
i ee humiliation, although some would say aectioally Ta 
iS a Moral victory 
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..and off 


DECEMBER 

17 - David Hill reiterates his plans for Australia to play 16 Internationals a year, and repeats 
his claims that negotiations are weil advanced / almost complete to bring world ciass 
oppostion to these shores, We shall see... 

19 - The A-League tribunal decides to defer the hearing into the Marconi-Sydney Utd brawl 
until January 6 to allow the clubs to prepare their cases. Remember, this is already 17 
days after the match..... On a brighter (!) note, Heidelberg United re-launch themselves as 
the Melbourne Warriors, claiming they are virtually debt-free and ready to re-enter the 
national leaque, 

20 - The Melbourne Knights hold a ‘crisis meeting’ in an attempt to discover why they are 
Unable ta Keep pace with the league leaders. Andrew Marth realises "Our biggest probiem 
is that we can't out the ball in the net". 

21 - FIFA says the transfer fee for Steve Corica will be $660,000. Merry Xmas Marconi 

2/ - Wollongong's board meets to discuss the future of coach Berti Mariani amongst other 
things. The board decides to give nim a vote of confidence, and we all know what that 
means. 

29 - Altona Magic coach lan Dobson is the latest man to be linked with the upcomina 
vacancy at the Melbourne Knights. Mirko Bazic meanwhile has recommended three 
Croatian coaches to the Doard... 

JANUARY 

1 - Mike O'Shea is appointed caretaker coach at Wollongona follawing the dismissal of 
Berti Mariani. 

2 - Morwell's Sonny Sevin will sit out the rest of the season after scans reveal torn ligaments 
inan ankle. Coach Billy Bingham is looking lowards New fealand for replacements 

3 - Melbourne “nights coach Mirko Bazic coniirms he will be heading back to Croatia in 
February. His last match in charge will be the harme game against Sydney Utd on Feb 4 
Meanwhile Bulleen's bid fo enter the A-League is given a huge boost with the news that 
Bruno Grollo will pump about 51 million into the club if their application is successful 
4-Thomastown Zebras complete their playing roster with the signings of Heidelbera's 
Danny Gnjicic and Preton's Nick Cuculevski. 

5 - A report in the Melbourne Herald-Sun suggests Alan Davidson may be sounded aut as 
the coach of the proposed Carlton Soccer Club. Naturally, all parties remain tight lippect 
about the rumour. 

7 - Wolves announce that their new coach will be Nick Theodorakopoutcs. 

9 - Branko Culina is fined $5,000 Collars passes. 

for his role in procedings on December 

2, Itis the heaviest individual fine ever - 

handed out by the administrators. 
Francis Awaritefe (right) is also fined 
$2,000 while three other players 
receive fines totalling $4,006. 
Meanwhile in Victoria, Melbourne 
Warriors (ex-Heidelberg) get serious 
about their bid to re-enter the A-League Vv 
with the news that ex-South Melb pd 
benefactor Jack Dardalis will inject 
$450,00 into the club over the next 
three years. Warriors president Angelo 
Bouzis ciaims Olympic Village will have 
5,000 seats installed before the Vic 
Premier League kicks-off on Jan 13. 

10 - The Victorian Soccer Federation holds its new season launch, but the mainstrearn 
media stays away in droves, See page “OG for further deiaiis. 












4 St | f ] i 7 After a brief hiatus of one issue the cards are back ovt. And with good reason! Some 
Ue § Pp 7 if @- Late news and other SOSS ip of the things that have gone on over the Xmas break Hiave left us with no option but to 
reach into the pocket once again and 






Australia WiLL (aimost certainiy) go to the interContinentai Cup . : in i, aot v 

Plenty of confusion has surrcunded the status cf the recent two- legcec sénes against ie = nearer ay as -F S 2 
New Zealand, Lt after a chat wih Oceanta Genera) Secretary Jcsepnine Aing, ‘Su can set 
the record straight. Red Card to the entire Wollongong City team that was efforiessly inrashed 6-0 Sy South 

The O2 / NZ clasnes were effectivey a semi-final cf the Oceania Cup, with Gz going an Melbourne. Berti Mariani should have feared the worst when the Wolves bears gave him ine 
to play the winner of the Polynesia / Melanesia play-off in the final. And the current stalus creadec vote of confcence As Sir Humpnrey Appieby once said "You Must first get beninc 
ofthe other semi? The Solomon Islands hosted the first leg and were cefeated 1-0 by someone if you want to stab them inthe back" ‘You wouid think that the City players would have 
Tahiti, who will host the second leg in either February or March, Assuming Ausiralia can heen playing out af their sxins ta preserve Berti's jab, however ineir spineless performance twa 
defeat the winner of that megs-match we will be virtually assured of a spot at the next days ‘ater against the Blues at the Lakeside Stagium brought them no credit. Their mew coach 
InterContinental Cup Nick Theodorakopoulcs fe 2 brave man te want te take on such 2 thankless task 

FIFA nave now officially ‘taken over’ the running of the tourrament and a committee has Concratualtions Wolves, that's the first time a whole team hes been Shown cardboara! 
been set up to deal with the organisation of it. This committee consists cf six members, 
and Oceania president Charlie Dempsey is one of them, so you can be certain that he will Yellow card tc the ABC for their ‘repert' on Christmas night on the recent South-East Asia 
do everything possible to ensure Oceania will be represented, Perhaps the tire has come Games. \We are all familiar with soccer's inability to attract more mMecia coversge ESiancve put! 
to lobby Mr Dempsey regarding the hosting rights. tne words 'soccer' and 'vioience' together and you have a maior news item. In this particular 

case, Vietnam had just lost to Thailand in the final Teenagers in Hanoi, according to hie repon 

More interest from 'Footv' clubs went on a riot, As proof, film of hundreds of teenagers on mopeds was shown ad infinitum 


Unfortunately for the reponer, there was hardly a violent act in sight, although he reassured us 
that the violence was, of course, off camera. Tne hype this story was given would nave ied you! ta 
believe that this was Heysel all over again, | doubt if anyone who has followed soccer in this 
country would have been surprised oy the ABC's actions, Dut it stil warrants @ cers, 


First it was Cariton, now itis Essendon, Melbourne's soccer community seems io be 
rubbing it's eyes on 2 daily basis recently, with the latest surprise being the expressicn of 
Interest from Essendor Football Club (well, Essendon Community & Sporting Clup 
actually) to get involved inthe A-Leaque Informal discussians have taken place between 
Essendon representatives anc Thomastown 2ebras president Jce Mirabella with a view ta 


submitting an application to Hill & co to join the Ericsson Cue competitian in 1996/97 ro aie ae ee et 
The venue for Here, Games promises to bez Stick ‘GF moe it hewes ef, 2f and witty the new recent Knights / Breakers match, Steve Hickman wes ihe centre of attention taiowing & Voduy 


yy incigent involving Joe Bacak, and as the stancard pushing and shoving escalated, Tiatto came 
from some distance away, at great pace, to throw'a 'haymaker' that, although missing the terge! 
ensurec the meiee reached boliing point. if the autneries teught tne Syarey Wid / vWiarcans 
melee deserved some heavy fines. we wonder what disciniingry measures will be dished out 


Red card to Danny Tiatto for hic appalling conduct dunng the melee at Somers St dunng the 


whatever thev'll be called will ri eed ta find a saree base far their p pre. XIBS 6 games 
sources at Essendon claim that this “would not be viewed as @ major oreblem’" by 
ScecAus, In the meantime ciscussions are uncerway to piant the club at ener Lakeside ge ; ages ea 
Somers St or even Olympic Park until Epping is ready for use. when they chess the. video Toolage of averts a Spmiels'St, 
The increasingly desperate Zebras were 70 doubt thrilled that SocAus extended th But just in case Danny escapes again (following previous snacking indiscretions v Japan, South 


| | iples anity to aive mi i ni | F 
deadline for applications by two weeks. Perhaps SocAus aren't totally impresses vith ary Korea etc) we feel it's our Guy i so ra ait | oes mm ue apa arya lionel Ber ny 
of the applications submitted so far... And to think he may be aoing to England to face the likes of Vinnie! Good ick Danny 


Yellow card to Peter Desira of the Melbourne Herald-Sun, As you will gather from our stery on 


Ta , = s 
Gary Cole to step back into the spotlight? the launch of the Victorian Premier Leaque the mainstream journos jailec to atenc the function, 





lan Debson's sudcen departure from last year's Victorian champions Altona Magic has which was bad enough, but the article which appeared in ies MHS the day after the launch 
thrown @ spanner into the works, with hasty discussions being arranged with 2 number of seems to sum up the state of Victorian soccer. Under a headline “In-fighting engulfs leadership" 
coaches. Dobson took charge of the Magic in thei opening VPL inure out will be needed Peter devoted a quarter page to detailing the in-house wrancling boxing which sontinues to 
by the Knights immediately so Altona are flat out getting their man, Interviews have taken destabilise the administration of Vic Soccer. Sure, it is probably 2 story that deserves attention 
blace with a number of candidates. but who is likely to cet the job’ Our spies. say former but to write about that at the expense of any information about the upcoming season is truly 
socceroo Gary Cole is hot favount] but expert an anneliicement Whine Weak rt si woeful, The new season is bound to be the most interesting for years, what with the inclusion of 
the Warriors. Zebras etc, and for the first time in ages we might have a fairly good stancara state 
Get vour atlas out -~ we efoay need itin the lead tnyy ten THD?! league. The competition deserved a chence, but! guess it's difficult fo write ebout a 'auncsn you 
Ssuttive the vel renenily eo had a look al the FIP (Oe Gade ace we gree wilepeeste didn't attend. 
Lessee Hal red wtily cae SU eortien Sve VE) fall peihiere thik ahead owned: mrenibers 
TS INCIGUER Us SO We LCL NE a Oa) TO) oer ht (em (fporder lo discover wine these And finally, a yellow card to F!FA for suggesting the acals shoulc, anc probebly will be 
new Kids. an the bloeiw a lijaily sen (VOW vo irieawop peo! Teeestall vere ir enlarged. To blame the greduel decrease in goalscoring on the improvements to goa!kerne 
Adeaide (ta be expected telly) bolt atled a fiw cath we fitally touid the answers size and speed is lust rupbish, The fact is that for decades coaches nave consisiently pi! tw 
The soon -to-beamiaus ti an Arwen Samos, New Saledone, Nive islands and emphasis on 'not losing’. Australian coaches are as guilty as anvone For years we hie jsliye | 
Northern Matiahes with one up front, hoping to snatch a O-C draw acainst e world power cr maybe even a ft) ein il 


we afe really !ucky, FIFA wants fo address the lack of goals it MUst lock at Ine Mecpenivy iii 
of the participants, not the size of the equipment. 





An interview with Marsnali Soper 
by Koger Sleemau 


For the past eight vears. Marshal! Soper has played football on a fulltime basis 
almost twelve months of the year in the NSW Super League, N.S.L. and Malaysian 
National League. The journeyman of Australian football is now back in Sydney 
taking a well earned rest despite interest shown by Wollongong and Canberra to 
utilise his services in the current Ericsson Cup campaian. 

In this interview with Marshall Saper, we explore the mind of cne cf the legends 
of our game and hear his thoughts about the current state of Australian foothall. 


R.S. How does it feel being back in Australia and not playing in the Ericsson Cup? 
M.S. Naturally, | would like to be playing in the N.S.L, but unfertunately | couldn't come to 
terms with the interested ciubs. To be honest I'm enjoying the break fram football afer ail 
these years. 


R.S. Will you be going back to Malaysia next season? 

M.S. At this stage it's highly untikely because I'm really a bit tired oF being away fram home 
on a continual basis. The rewards are very worthwhile in Malaysia - you earn good money 
and the living conditions are first Glass, Last Season at Perak, the coach was none other 
than Ken Shellito, the former Chelsea and England defender and his influence was one of 
the main reasons | was inspired to score 16 goals, However there comes a time in your 
career when you have to slow down a bit and take stock of your life At this stage I'm 
almost certain to be wearing the colours of Bannyligg in Super Leaque this coming winter. 


R.S. How did you react to the sacking of your old club Parramatta from the N.S.L.? 
M.S. Well the truth is | wasn't impressed with what happened to the three clubs who were 
sacked, | remember talking to David Miller and Joe Caleta in Malaysia and we all agreed 
the way the League was reduced was very disturbing, Some of the reasons civen were 
less (han salisiaclory and when you consider ine hisiory of tne clubs, (his spur of the 
moment treatment without consultation was diabolical, Caleta for one said he would never 
play in Australia again following the events of last year 

The fact is the officiais of the sacked ciubs Nave been in iné Game a fot ionger nan 
David Hill and others. It became a conflict between Hill and the officials of the clubs and as 
Hill dug his heels in it wouldn't have mattered what resources they hag. The Game is really 
bigger than individuals. 


R.S. What do you think of the standard of the Ericsson Cup tnis season? 
M.S. With the player drain, clubs are relying on youth and in some cases seven or eight 
players are being Grafted into a first team. The prodlem is thai some of these players are 
no better than State Leaque siandaro ano consequently the standard of the League ts 
affected. It would appear tha! some clubs like Wollongong, Newcestie and Canberra are 
guaranteed longevily se [hey can employ a youth poliey without tear of bewig relegated 
Tmo nobopposect to enceulading youth bul you're much beter anit you pracduice one ot 
two quality players Gaehh res nS tOICL AE GHIPeig In YOURS jst To-soivee ici 


R.S, You must be disappointed (i the performance of your borme town fear, 
Newcastle Breakers. Whele lnive they gone WRengy" 


MS leople poy money lO soe Goo players Personatitios onebrost of all ney Wwanl 
entenainment Ornice arpain (here ae a veer et younger Meyers in he eam who just 
weren't ready for tel lo folie) Te oi bee) Sore XUEHENIG al quality Diayers | k= 
Paul Wade and lan Gray to bave any chutes The truths i's mol ooing to get better 
UNIeSS SOME SOICIES ale Ghanian St ie Sue 





R.S. You first played in the N.S.L. in 1981. How much longer can you maintain your 
enthusiasm for professional football? 
M.S. | still love the game anc enjoy training. | reckon | can still play for a few more years. 


R.S. What about coaching and do you have a philosophy on the toughest job in 
football? 

M.S, | have visions of coaching in the N.S.L. and in my favour l've been involved with a lot 
of coaches over the years. |'ve also examined closely why some have succeeded and 
others have failed. Its all about being able to combine the tasks of managing and 
coaching. If you can create the right climate for players it's much easier to concentrate on 
the tactical and technical aspects of the game. However, it's difficult to achieve this in the 
best of situations. 


R.S. As you approach the twilight of your career, do you still realise some people 
will never forget your genius on the park and others won't forgive you for not 
fulfilling your real potential to become Australia's greatest player? 

M.S. | suppose there are certain regrets but in the early days | was younc and rash and | 
don't believe the environment around me was stable, At 22 years of age, | was captain of 
sydney Olympic and in the national team. Perhaps a personal manager might have been 
a solution at the time, 


R.S. When are you going to tell the Marshall Soper story? 
M.S. Well, 'm thinking about it and if [do I'll tell the whole story, There's a certain 
journalist | have in mind to write it but at this stage | won't reveal his name. 


ee _ 


| Build and they will come... | 
| The big attendances South Melbourne have been attracting af their new Lakeside 
[Stadium is Cause for encouragement. Anyone who had to squeeze into the old Middle 
|Park social club waiting for an eternity to be served would appreciate that fans can now 
|wine and dine in the comfort of the large social club Underneath the main stand. {t proves 
ithe ald adage that if you provide fans with a decent place to sit, eat and drink and enough 
food outlets in the outer to satisfy even Homer Simpson people will come. The days of fans | 
‘willingly standing on dirt mounds sitting under tin roofs and queueing endlessly for cold 


‘meat pies are over. Any club that ignores this fact will not survive. | 





you've got to dois count them. Proper! 
| You shouldn't believe everything you see in the media, particularly when it comes to 
jattendance figures, Some crowd figures nave varied wildly when reported by clubs and 
inewspapers, You may think. who cares? But it does raise several interesting points of 
discussion. Attendances, the word over, have always been a talking point. Anyone who = | 
has stood on the terraces packed like sardines only to discover the crowd was less than | 
capacity will know what we mean. Understating gate figures and receipts for tax purposes 
IS as old a soccer custom as abusing the man in black. But we wonder if clubs in the ‘Hill | 
(eral will now try to OVERSstate crowd figures. [f one of the criteria for A-League membership' 
tis attendances, then Soccer australia records will have to be more accurate and reliable | 


ithan the figures we usually read in the press. 


| ... Then all you' 





I's not offen you can say that there was more taient on the feracas than the potion lvl 
ithe recent Sth Melb / Woives game saw Oscar (we are not worthy) Crino sitting atria) | 
the Optus Vision commentary scafalding, Mark Viduka an interested on-looker ariel ial) 
‘Davidson sidelined in the stands through injury | wonder what Mark made of (hii Voie 
i(and | use the term lIoesely) defending? Wonder if he picked Up any elles foe lile tperiniiy 
jclash with Vanuatu’s Olympic tearm? 








Another new era? Well, perhaps not. But the move to summer soccer has 
been inevitable for some time. By the time you read this the Victorian Premier 
League will have already begun and it's bound to be controversial for a whele 
range of reasons. 


hi — | fo ae vi ag eae 
Probiems remain in victoria 

‘SU’ has been to some bizarre soccer related functions over ihe past year or so Dut 
nothing comes close to the Victorian Premier League launch held at Bayview on the Park in 
Queens Rd, Melbourne on January 10. Nice venue, sure. but ultimately its about letting 
the media - and subsequently everyone eise - know wiai to expect over IN€ Nex Six OF 
seven months. And here's the rub. Most of the mainstream media soccer scribes were 
nowhere to be seen. Why? Well, it might have something to co with the tact that the VSF 
only faxed out the ‘invitations’ about 48 hours prior to the launch itself. That's probably no 
excuse for the journos not to appear, but it might explain why SocAus continues to view the 
VSF with a certain levei of disdain. Chairman Henry Siwxa was visibly Gisturbed at the non- 
appearance of the 'major scribes. but until the VSF employ a full-time Media Liaison Cfiicer 
it will only Nave ilself to blarne. 

The timeslot was also odd, 6:30pm on a Wednesoay night was always going to bea 
difficult appointment for everyone to keep, and that was reflected in the number of coaches 
who were absent from the head table. Those that were present were not exactly animated 
either and tne general atmosphere in the room was one of apprenension, it really neecea 
someone With a bit of life tc get things moving (where's Blakey when you need him?) and 
lhete was almost audible relief when the 4G. minute launch was wound up and ine crowa 
could escape to.an adjacent raom for drinks and munchies, 


Chief Execulive Oficer Teny Jones welcomed the assembled throng and auickiy passea 
the microphone to quest MC Peter Gee (ABC television) who tried hard to iniect some life 
Into procedings bul ukimately Mad lithe to werk with, The big question of course was why 
Victor had pushed the season fonvard by wo monins insteaa of proviaing a clear cut 
newer Many Sovka preheed fo lishe vanety of possible reasons inclucing the increased 
skill factor but (he ducience was smart enough lo guess anyway The VPL must be 
oomplele before the YBO7 Enosson Cup season beans, Pretty simple really, but StvKa 
mnuicin't resist the opeertunity of taking 2 dig at Hila oo by queshonming whether they were 
ever going lo introduce ‘normal promotion and telegaiian cnileria and conceding his own 
fodoration were forced into adopting a ‘walt and see’ altitude tothe ASF. Yep. ASF Wot 
Soccer Australia, the ASF Not once. but three or four times. Clo habits aré hare io sreak. 
Just like when the first question irom the floor concerned tne upcoming Tonnes of the 
Welbourne Zebras, Whoops! Thomastown Zebras, remember? 


The media guide was eagerly awaited by 'SU', as requilar readers will be aware of what 
we think should be in them, but we're sorry ta say that the VSF missed the mark by the 
length of the Flemington straight. Yes, it contained a club directory, compiete wilh each 
club's playing colours, aground address. phone/fax numbers and administrative details. anc 
also a full season fixture (well, not quite, only the 26 rounds were listed, no finals. cates} Dut 
that was it as far as the media guide was concerned. No mention of iast years results, 
award winners, playing squads, not even captains. No mention of who holds what position 
cil the: VSF (is this so. no-one Knows who to blanie?) and fo mention of exira fixiures such 
io representative games etc, Actually there was verbal mention of some details of an 
lipeaming ‘training camp tour by J-League side JEF Utd who had some officials present 
(whio knows what they made of procedings!) but it was up to 'SU' to approach tne 
iilorpreter and get the full tour details [see opposite). 


One interesting piece of scheculina in tne fixture sees the Thomastown Zeodras play 
thew fret ree dames away from heme. According to the club directory, home means 
whidue ooemwve i alor so what gives with this new 370 mition staquim being built By 
Vesa tone 


According to WC the facility (on the cnr of High St and Harvest Home Fad in Epping) 
won't be available until March 1597, so the Zebras hopes of olaying in next season's 
Ericsson Cup appear cloudy at best. We approached #ebras President Joe Mirrabella who 
seemed fairly coy about it all and claimed the Zebras would be holding a press conference 
in about two weeks to reveal, quote, everything’ OxKay Joe, we'll wait unti the season has 
started to find out where you're playing. Hopefully everything will be sorted out before 
Anzac Day when they are scheduled to meet the Meloourne Wairicrs (ex-reicelvers) in 
what should be a very interesting afternoon of entertainment. 

Most matches will 5e played on Sundays although there are some matcnes to be played 
on Saturdays with Springvale City Vales playing most of ineir home games on Friday 
nights. Kick-off times are all over ithe dial until Round 7 so make sure you triple check 
before heading out the front door. 


'SU's' basic guide to the 1996 Victorian Premier League 


Club Coach Ground 1995 finish 

Albion Redsox John Dowie Selwyn Park Stn 
Sewn St, Sunshine 

Altona Magic Tobe announced Paisley Ferk 4st 
Mills St, Altona Nih 

Bentleigh Greens Harry Chalkitis Kingston Heath Sec Comp. (premeted) 
Cir Dane. Ra. Chellennem 

Box Hill inter Robert Rufioio Wembley Park rh 
Canterbury Rd, Box Hill 

Bulleen Lians Peter Ollerton Veneto Cjub end 
Bulleen &d, Bullean 

Fawkner Blues Tony Vizina CB Smith Resenve in 
Jukes Rel, -awkner 

Green Guily Cavaliers Chris Taylor Green Gully Reserve bth 
Club House Pl, Keor Downs 

Melbourne Warnors Andy Bozivas Clyne Villaey ‘durnyect) 
Calalina St, West Heidelberg 

Nth Geelong Warriors Steve Fidojevic icho Pan Pen 
Gibbons Ra, Lara Lake 

Port Melbourne Sherks Takis Svigos S55 Anderson Reserve are 
lummer St, Port MelBoume 

Springvale City Vales Gus Mcleod [oss Reserve 7 at 
Wemora Or Noble Park 

St Albans Saints Goran Runje Churchill Reserve Vath 
Fox St, St Aibans 

sunshine Georgies Willy Vassallo Chapin Reserve arn 
Anderson Rd, Sunshine 

Thomastown Zebras ten Murphy Panndge eserves’? (cumped) 


Partridge St, Lalor 


ictorian /cur dates 





Date Venue Opposition Kick-off 

Feb (Port Melbourne) V.IS. 6.30pm 
Feb (Port Melbourne) V.i.S. 6:20pm 
Feb 10 (Por Melbourne) Victorian A) 7:30om 
Feb 11 (Port Meibourne) V.IS. 6:200m 
Feb 13 (Somers St) Melbourne Knights 7:0Gpm 


Feb 14 (Bob Jane Stad.} South Melbourne 6:00pm 
Note: JEF Utd v Sth Melb will be curtain-raiser to Oz v Japan 
PS. We were assured by the visiting JEF officials that Kazu Miura WILL be 
d@pan Soued and Wynton Rufer WiLL be nere with the JEF squad Seeye™ 


be “ere wihhy 





Once again Nick Guoth is able to keep 'SU' readers up-to-date with 
| | : some more ce ; 
P As we all know, we can read anything into stats, but there are some interesting conclusions we 


NEWS FROM THE CAPITAL can draw, The Yowin column is (2"°W+i"Dy2iVv+0eL), The team is Gbviousiy improving as 

| ' . can be seen in the Yowin of the overall, The ficures would look even better had the last two 
games not be inciuded, Also. the number of goals scored has been incressing, especially at 
home where the supporers are. One interesting siai (nat | have included is lo see how the 
team is faring in its away trips. I've basicaily done this to show my thoughts about a oossible 
problem with concentration of piayers when they wavel by Sus (Sycney) as cooosed to 
travelling by plane (Melbourne ana Adelaice), 

Stats aside, this team has shown something @ number of others haven't, and that is 
character. They nave played matches with one less player anc agains! ine Desi of ihe 
opposition and come out ooking the better, Their wins have all been emphatic. and some of 
tne other results have been unlucky. Now with the break, there is 2 chance fer 3 few of the 
players who are injured to recover ready for the resumption. Two ofthese Lachian Armstrong 
and Norman Kelly will both be welcomed back to help shore up the midfield, Hopefully they 
should return for the seconc leg of the Johnnie Walker Cup when the Gosmes host West 
Adelaide after having drawn 1-7 in Adelaice 

One final note is that the ACT Academy has been improving no enc anc are now 
firmly located in the Top 4. Their last result was @ 2-1 win against the current ieacers 
Marconi and this with only 9 men far mast of the second half 


To no fault of the Editors, part of my article for last month was cut out, The postal service 
decided to take 5 days to deliver to Melbourne. Anyway, | have combined mv article from last 
month with this. manths. Also, for those interested, | arn currently running the Canberra Cosmas 
Home Page on the Internet. 

The URL ts. http:/toucan.anu.edu.au/Cosmos.htm! 


The last two months have seen the Canberra Cosmos come alive with a number of good 
results, Not only did they achieve their first win at home, but followed this up immediately with 
ther first away win, and that against the current champions. Wow, al the so-called half-way 
mark, the Cosmos is still within striking distance of the Top 8 They unfortunately have lost their 
last two league games, but these were against the two top sides and the last one was their fifth 
game in two weeks. It took the team nine games to generate their first win, that being against 
Newcastle. The wait was worth it, well and truly. Paul Wade set the town alight with his hat-trick 
and since this match the team has beer riding on a high. The following Sunday in Melbourne 
the Cosmos were 12-1 outsiders to post a result, yet after 15 minutes the reianing champions, 
Melbourne Knights, were 2-0 dawn, gone and any possible fight back was well extinguished with 





another classic Musitano finish. Fram the champions to the runners-up, Adeiaide, the SS 
‘momentum was not halted. Unfortunately excellent defence was what kept the game scoreless, _ IfOz soccer js to go ‘pro’ it needs the fringe soccer supporter going far more 
but more importantly also kept the league scoring leader. Damian Mori, quiet. Following these \regularly. One such fan is the recently relocated, curiously monikered Waxt{!), 
results the team has settled down and made it's charge up the table with wins against Morwell, who gives his impression of a night at Suncorp Siadium... 
Wollongong and South Melbourne. Of the three losses in the last month. all being to Sydney 
teams, the result against the leaders was the closest where it was not until the 63th minute that | Saturday 16 December 1595 - My first Stnkers Game and what a ganie 
the Cosmos defence was breached. This was also with one less player for about 80% of the ‘On a magnificent Brisbane evening this aame liad tt all, AC/DC, Thor anid tithe Thor Great 
match, goals, great saves and controversy. 
Being an old AC/DC fan from way back | was mrual ily Imipresseu viene te Stowers run 
So what has changed in the team to bring all this about? Firstly the acquisition of Joh Koch jout to ‘Thunderstruck’ unfortunately the thunder dicin’t sinke Thor (Strikers mascot) a6 1 soon 
has freed Up Socceroos captain Paul Wade to play in his more familiar role of mid-fielder. This \discovered his whole purpose in life when Red Brown scored a geal in ebout the fount minute 
day iy it Paul ee time ‘0 nacre pea the opponents goal and it shows with the nine goals This viking a wanker ran along the eee as if veal into battie waving nis Maile! 
sofarthis season, The control of the air in both attack and defence has finally been attained as lim sure real Vikings like Hagar and lucky Eddie wouldn't bs impressed. 
was shown against Melbourne Whilst Marko Perinovic is becoming well rene for his heading However on a more serious note | must say that itis about time the powers Hye! le wiv ere 
ability, the whole defensive line of Dee, Watson, Dunn, Popovich and Koch have excelled in their (running this game install a time clock so that everybody including the goose blowin ti! 
rip the ee tie pia to rene has sha been a proclem for this team with 26 goals so far, Fescapl whistle knows what's sr on. Whilst there are / were ka opiniens ranging frorre 
Jut the need lo hola out has, in the past. The defence is starting to meld together and the 35 to 57 minutes the first half timekeeping was an absoiute joke. The crowd, the players 
number of goals connecdeclis heing reduced permatch The ane have boon enjoyable, but bench, the crowd, the spare referee, the crowd the players and the crowd Knew thal tie hac 
probably the most exciting game fami November was the 1-1 result against West Adelaide where to be up given thet there was bugger all injury stoppage. The only person that had na idea 
both goals were scored inextm-tme Tvs is what brings the crawas in and hopefully with the was the ref, It is worth mentioning that ‘Frankie baby’ wes yellow caroec in ebour tne S4in 
good results continuing, they will care in dfeves This of course was probably upstaged by the iminute. 
result against Morwell, where (he learn just ran roughshod over the visitors and the 5-0 rasuit will | Anyway | suppose | better mention the game In the first half ihe Sirkers looked really | 
probably remain as the tears bess this seasoli Thies (jalol) finally exposed the great talents of impressive when they played the flanks (or whatever the correct term is) particularly using | 
Michael Musitaric to the public Sean Cranney's speed, when they just bombed up the middle they fall apart. The mest | 
Ana now for something completely differant, fwre ore some stals lo give you an idea of How lsensational goal was Cranney’s dash up the wing crossing it to Frankie for a headed goai, 
the team is faring this season. _ Other notable first half highlights inciude the other first half goal that was scored by Chris 
A mid-season report card, Zoricich through a set play atter the Sinkers received a jee Kick just Gutsice ihe penalty Sox 
Month Home Away Overall The West Adelaide Keeper Peter Blazincic pulled off a magnificent dive off the ground save to 
WOLFA%WIN WOLFE AY%Win WL fF A “win stop a certain goal, soon after, . 
Ootober O7723 250 7941747 4 25 uo 4a > oe0 | Inthe second hai the Strikers relaxed (hopefully) because West Acélaice cominaed, iney | 
ep rab 120 63 687 0021 4 Oc i i Gg 400 “scored through Nathan Day but were unable to find thé back of ihe net on other numerous 
lacember 270 €@ 14 833 2026 7 50 i i 14 8 643 lattempts, 
January 001 13 600 Ou 1 4 3 000 Nevertheless. ihe game was entertaining, ihe muti cultured family crowd of 4,732 enjoyed 
TOTAL 3421712, 555 216 995.3992 §&§ S&S 7 2627 444 their evening and | must sey | was impressed by the Striker Scuad's flags thar Incorpnrater| 
In Sydney 00 3 0 6 Goo ithe Australian flag and the Strikers fag into one, A vast improvement on the days i went ti 
InMelboume 140 9 9% F5n South Meisourne Hellas. This change of cirestior that Soccer Australia has imposed in a bh) 
InAdelaide OF 0 YW PIUS in my view 


| Final score: Strikers 3 West Adelaide 1 
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It seems everyone these days is talking about "The Besman Ruling’. Net a week 
goes by without someone getting on the telly and giving his opinions, but even then 
the dialogue is littered with "I don't know"s and "I'm not sure"s, Harry Georgiadis 
looks at some of tiie likely outcomes as well as a few little-known precedents. 


But What Does it All Mean? 


The inevitable ruling by the Luxembourd-based European Court of Justice in the so- 
called Jean-Marc Bosman case brought on the equally inevitable headlines of decom and 
gloam, Some went over the top and suggested that European soccer was now 1h peril, 
| say inevitable because clubs did not have a legal lea to stand on. |n fact, European clubs 
should be grateful that their ability tc charge transfer fees jor their out-ci-contract players 
wasn't scrapped years ago. It ook a player of Bosman’s courage to take legai action. 
What was surprising was fhe cours decision fo limit free transfers for uncontracted players 
only if they move tc another European Union country. Uncontracted players could still be 
sold for a fee within the same country. The legal logic is curious. If such transiers are 
illegal and contrary to European Union labour laws, then they should be banned for 
domestic transfers too, VVhat was just as surprising was the court's decision to aboi/sn the 
limit of three foreigners ber team rule. a requiation agreed to by UEFA and all Gurapean 
countries, Indeed. the judgement banning the foreigner regulation wasn't even part cf 
Bosman’s case, 


As an uncontracted player Bosman had tried to join French club Dunkerque 6ut his 
Belgian club Liege set a fee that his prospective French employer couldrrt afford. Angered 
by this clear restraint of trade and Liege’s attempt to suspend him, he took his case to 
Belgian and eventually European court it was at this point that the European Court of 
Justice tacked on the judgement ruling against the regulation of the number of foreigners 
eligible to play in each game. 

Of course, once ihe ruling was made most clubs began talking as ij (ne ena of the world 
was near, displaying oross tonorance of the facts, Perhaps some had confused the case 
and were fearful that it would abolish all transfer fees. UEFA has tor years fougni a Sehind- 
closed-doors battle exempting soccer Tram basic lapour laws that govern all sections of 
economic life. Plavers have suffered for too long by their inability to move to an employer of 
ther choice once their contract had been fulfiled. Freviousiy. simpiy the offering o7 4 
contract ta. an uncontracted plaver (regardiess of whether the terms of the contract were 
acceptable to the player) was deemed sufficient for a club to legally request a transfer fee. 
although there were slight variations to tnis practice throughout turope. in England, a club 
could retain its nqht lo aharge a fee for its uncontracted player with the proviso that there 
was no reduction ini salary In Bosrian's case however, Liege nat only placed an 
exhorbitant tee on his heve (that oo club was willing to pay) but were able to offer him a 
coritract thal reduced hie salary by 60% (eqarcless of his agreement or net, Neturally 
Bosman - stuck af a club Thal cha not want tin, couldnt sell him and reauced rus pay - touK 
legal action. Who would Glare fin? Helubs telused to believe that the retain-anc-transfer 
system was legally unsupportable anc chant move to make changes then they don't 
deserve anyones sympathy VVarning bells have boon consistently ringing since tne 
1970's. In 1975 the Hajduk Split player MirsStoy Beskeavie’s Gortract expired Eager to 
move to Belgrade, he was prevented from moving to Padican He took the Yugoslav 
Football Federation to court and enshrined the night ol ewery player to treely choose their 
new employers once their contract had expired Two years. later in Switzerland, 2 Servette 
Uelender (seorge Perroud was told by his clult thal he wore no ionger required. Yet Servette 
nfused his. request for a free transfer and suspended hii iio the bargain His subsequent 
caurt action mace free transfers for uncentracted players mune sammenplace anc meade tt 
egal to Giscipline a player wno requests 4 transfer A [hie ol Colise happened in non- 
Furapean Union countries and had littl effect on Vester Friroie ollhowdh England has 
had a limited fom of ireedam of contract since tlie TI50's 


he Bosnerrsigning will cormolicate relations balwern phuyur and club. itwil also place 


4 . i ‘ Ta ‘ . ‘ Ble « oe * om pe 
Libris De 6) See SS Lie 14 yin s 2 — Bie Le | iit a irl ey AG ely 
. * Es - 


clubs will be to sign their better players on !ong-term contracts to stan them from leaving for 
nothing. This was already happening with many smarter ciubs, but tie practice nas 
accellerated since the Bosman judcement. The clubs that have tacked this foresight will 
lose players for nothing after forking out milliens te sign them on shorter contracts. This 
alreacy happens to some extent. How many limes do we hear of piayers signing five-year 
contracts only to be sold six months later? Even in pre-Bosman days. a contracted olayer 
could be sold for a much larger sum than an uncontracted player. Hence. Newoastle 
United virtually 'stole' Paris St Germain's uncontracted Davia Ginola for only 2.5 million 
pounds. The practice of signing players to contracts shortly before their sale will surely 
increase. On the other hand there is nothing to stop a player signina only one-year 
coniracts, and by transferring regularly. picking up bia sionina-cn fees that would nermally 
have been paid between clubs in the form of transfer fees. One agent. Eric (menster) Hall, 
has already edvised one of his clients. Wimbledon sinker Dean Holdsworth, to not extend 
his current contract beyond its expiry date at the end of the season in order to move toa 
continental club of his choosing and receive a lucrative signing-on fee. The players mast in 
demand will be able to bargain more effectively with clubs by signing longer contracts in 
return for greater perks. Those not in demand will have to accept what the club gives them. 


Curiously, the Bosman ruling only affects transfers between Eurcpean Union countries 
and net internal or domestic transfers, The initial decision by the European Court of Justice 
adjudicatec on the iegality of transfer fees for out-of-coniract piayars within the European 
Union, In the fina’ judgement, this was not applied to transfers within one count It has 
created the anomaly of transfer fees between British clubs for uncontractec players being 
legal because politically the Unilea Kingaom is one siate wnereas in seccer terms Wales 
Scotland, England and Northern Irelanel are indenendent Perhaps the Court has taken 
heed of advice that applying the Bosman judgement to dameste as well as wites -“curopean 
transfer would harm smaller clubs, with many lower and some hiaher division clubs in 
Europe relying on transfer fees from larger clubs te survive. Many pundits alse fell thet the 
ruling Would hurt small clubs hardest by not only denying ‘hem revenue oul could alse lead 
to a decrease in the number of youngsters in training schemes by forcing Gluls to 
concentrate their resources on fewer youngsters. 


Whatever the reasons, it has created potential loopholes that are already being 
explored. For instance, what is to stop an uncontracted player ‘parking’ himslef for free in 
another European country on the condition that he is transferred back into his orginal 
country. again for free? Birmingham City are believed to have conceived the idea of buying 
@ club in the Irish Republic who will buy uncontracted players from the English League for 
nothing only ta immediately sell them on to Birmingham City without the need for a trasnfer 
fee. Probably the most controversial and significant element of the Bosman judgement was 
the decision to lift the ban restricting clubs from fielding only three foreigners per game. 
Legally, Juventus can now play eleven non-italians in its tearm provided at least eight are 
from countries within the European Union, This has created enormous confusion 
throughout the continent. The English, Italian and Spanish Federations were quick to 
announce that they would continue te apply the three forsigner rule in their lagoue 
competitions. in Germany, players and ciubs nave agreed to preserve the three foreigner 
rule Until the beginning af the 1996/97 season. The English Premier League on fhe other 
hand, Nas scrapped the ruling for its competition. Manchester City immediately expioned 
the new law by including four non-Englishmen in a recent league game. Their team 
included three European nationals - Germans Liwe Rosier and Elke !mmej and the Dane 
Ronnie Ekelund - as well as the Georgian Kinkladze. in Spain, Composieia threatened to 
play with four non-Spamiards in a recent game desoile threats of severe punishment by the 
Spainsh League. This would have led to the farcical situation of Compostela beng 
punished for applying the letter of the law. 

But wait, it gets murkier The Wueslion also arises as to whether the scrapping of the 
three foreigner rule will apply ta EFA competitions, EFA (based in Sswizenanc, Inchucles 
member countries from outside the EL) Will 2 French team pe able to field eever 
foreigners in a European Champions Cup game but a Polish club only thee ner Peds 








Programme Review 


Thanks again to all readers who have sent copies of programmes to ‘SU or 
Ewen for review - especially to G.Parsons from NSW who sent a whole bunch of 
interesting stuff! Cheers! ff your club hasn't appeared yet send a spare copy to 
Ewen, particularly non A-League issues. The address for programmes is: 

Ewen Anderson P O Box 5155, Alexandra Hills Qld 4161 


As with the last issue, let's take a moment or two to focus on a couple of things that 
should appear in every club programme. Programme Editors, have you got your pen and 
note pads handy? Action photos promote the club supurbly and yet are rarely used. 
When Used they should have descriptive captions otherwise their impact will be lost. 
Perhaps it's obvious to some, but some programmes do not give details of the kick-off time 
on the front cover nor is the youth league game given any mention in most areas. 

Again, all simple stuff but these are the type of inclusions rarely seen, Meanwhile, an with 
this months's reviews. 
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UTS Olympic v South Melbourne - Nov 12, 1995 
20 pages (1Spp ofads) Size: 209mm X 296 mm 
A mixture of black and blue print on the cover makes the 

design quite catchy. The contents almest fall but there are a 
couple of good meaty articles making the programme an 
interesting read. | believe UTS have changed the programme 
style since this issue, sc another review [s on the cards. 
Cover - match details are clear and includes youth game. 2,3,4,5,6 - 
Ads. 7 -Club directory, president's report & promo for Sydney 
Olympic sporting club. &-'A day at the footy’ by Wanda Jamrozik + 
ad. 9-Ad. 10- League table, UTS results & scorers, NSLU) top 
scorers + letter. 11 - Team squads, rd 5 results, UTS honours 
board. 12- player profile 13 - Coach's report+ ad, 14 - Whistle 
stop (an explanaton of the game's laws) + ad, 15,16,17,18,19 20 - 
—— - —___§ Ads. 
Although the front cover reflects game details, the programme is built around a 
preprinted 12 page shell full of ads. An interesting comment in the President's report 
acknowledges the number of famulies attending games and says “of course, when children 
are about, the crawd must show restraint in the use of any bad lanquage and behaviour". 
Think about it! 
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RESULTS, TADLES 
AND COACHES Report 


Wollongong City v Brisbane Strikers - Nov 24, 1995 
20 pages (13.5 pp ofads) Size: 150mm X 211mm 
Oh dear! Oh deary me! The Wolves have reduced their 

programme in size from A4 to AS since last Season. There's 
not much more to say. 
Cover - Has no match details, 2- Ads, 3-Club directory + ad 
456 7.8-Ads! 9- Player profile 10-1st & youth team coaches 
repos, 17- Team squads 12. League tables & scorers & last 
week's resuiis 14. SVE Wolves tiues M4915 1647 168 D0 
Actin : 
Pim ih a 16 pecie Guiber obiell Wwelonly pape Seb? Lyenriey THE 
changed foreach qaine only Wie player orotile represented go mre oe Ty 
an interesting fread On page 1) icjiwes Eiysbarie’s foryied 7 
home cround as the Wolves Horie (ery Park) and they atso | “@> BHP. 
ciaim Brisbane still play then !le a bw programme vath red : 
spot colour on 14 of the TO shell pages There are mo General 
news items In this very disappointing effort 
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-. . BIG MATCH 





Marconi-Fairfield v Sydney United - Dec 2, 1995 
32 pages (14 ppofads) Size: 210mm KX 236mm 
A big glossy programme with quality stamped all over it, "Marcon Footbal 
the same publishers that produce South Melbourne's programme. 
This does result in a certain 
similarity in styles. Bruce Campbell 
is again the editor and he suffers 
from the foot in mouth problem. 
e.g. he states that Wollongong's 
squad was “notonously thin on 
talent", He probably meant depth 
but he didn't say it. But Bruce 
aside, it is a very good reao with a 
vanety of articles, festures, photos, 
statistics - it's all there. 
Cover - Full match details given. 
Background is pink & blue. 2 - Full 
colourad, 3- Club directory and 
editonal. 4.5 - Photo & feature on Mike 
Smith. 6- Ad. 7 - Protes of Frank 
Farina (promoting the Strikers game) 46 
-Ads. 9- Feature exploring full-time 
football, 10- Action photo. 117 - 
Coach's column + ad. 12,15 - Fixtures 
results, M.Bingley pheto/article, 
F_Awantefe article/photo. 14 -League 
scorers, Marconi 25/6 stats. 15- 
Marconrs results, liné-lips, scorers etc. 
16 - Squad line- ups, score prediction, 
last 6 h/a results. 17 - Rotind 9 resuits, 
tables. 16,19 - Battle of Sydney 
feature/photos (how prophetic!) 
20,21 22 Ads. 23 - Past player feature 
——_ peice: -| +ad. 24-Ads, 25 - Studs Up review, 
ME eseeE| book review+ad. 26-Ad 27 - Youth 
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Olyroos v Japan Olympic Team - Oct 26, 1996 (sic) 

Another Bruce Campbell publication which couldn't get the date nght! I've only seen a 
photocopy of this 8 page issue of Which 3 were ads. Very little reacing. A ane page 
editorial and 1/2 page of an unnamed ACT government minister's welcome. One page Is 
devoted to the (Adelaide) Oceania Olympic tournament fixtures. An A4 2 sided team sheet 
was also issued for the junior wornens curtain raiser. Generally speaking not a lot of quainty 
for an international programme. 


Look out for.... 
the programmes for the upcoming matches against Japan & Sweden. We've had some 
really good efforts over the past few years (South Africa, last years Olyroo tournament) and 
some not so goad (Colombia, Canada and especially New Zealand) so we'll see who's cone 
their homework come February shall we? VWhat chance some recent line-ups of aur 
opponents, or a couple of articles by foreign journalists, or ET writing a brief paragraph ti 
the Pen-Pictures on each player. cr, well. we're sure you've got things under control 





Henry Wizgier asks... 


Once again ‘SU’ takes a look at what's happening north of the Arafura Sea in 


WHERE IN THE WORLD IS CHARLIE DEMPSEY? our irregular series appropriately entitled 


AND, WHO THE HELL IS PAUL MOON? a | p i, 
= Who are these self-proclaimed spokesmen for the ost i Vela S € 


game of football in this corner of the globe? All we 


know is that they both hail fram that super-power of *** Nigeria , the African Champions, recently defeated the winners of the Asian Games, 
world soccer ~ New Zealand. Uzbekistan in the Afro-Asian Cup. A full strength Nigerian team with all its World Cup stars 
The Australian National Football Team recently won the first leg in Tashkent 3-2. The Africans arrived well in advance to acclimatise to the 
completed a two-leaged tie against the homeland of ‘reezing temperatures of the central Asian capital. it was Uzbexistan's biggest game since 
the great enigmas. We were led to believe that the { gaining independance froam the USSR in 1997. Siasia for Nigeria scored after only 8 
ultimate reward for the victor would be an invitation to | minutes when an Amokachi shot was blocked and fell to the Siasia. The Uzbeks , made up 
the next ‘Intercontinental Cup’. To refresh memories, mostly of Neftchi Baku players, went close on several occasions and played with enormaus 


that is a competition between the champions of the six 
world football confederations, 

We are talking Uruguay, conquerors of Brazil, anc the 
official champions of South America, We are talking 
this years winner of the European National 
Championships in England. 

We are talking South Africa or Ghana (at full strength, make no mistake). This wouid be a 
nice consolation for missing out on the one and only Word Cup. 


passion against the more talented Africans. In the 66th minute, debutant Victor ikgeda 
made it 2-0 after a flowing move again involving Amokachi.The jocals nauled themselves 
back into the game four minutes later wnen Marjalol Kasymov, who plays for Russian 
champs Spartak Viadikavkaz, scored from a free-kick from outside the box. |n the 76th 
minute Nigeria extended its lead when Ajax's Kanu stooped to head home. |n the dying 
minutes, the locals salvaged some pride when Federov headec home froma corner. The 
second-leg in Lagos wasn't the formality the locals expected. The Nigerians were held to a 
solitary goal by Ammunike in the 80th minute The 4-2 aggregate loss shaws that the 
Uzbeks could be a force to be reckoned with in the 1998 World Cup qualifiers, 

Who knows, they may even be visiting our shores in 1997 





However, it would appear that, according to a sliahtly embarrassed Tnommo on ‘On the 
Ball’ recently, Charlie has been telling us 'porkies'. Or, fo put it another way in good old 
simple English, "he's taking the piss" Furthermore, according to Thommo, the dastardly 
Dempsey concocted this ‘Intercontinental Cup' joke, in order to get the Aussies interested 
in playing their lawly neighbours who co not wear the glamourous sheen of Argentina, or 
even Colombia's reserves or a bunch of Ghana impersonators. Quite frankly |, like Queen 
: 18 Victoria before me, “am not amused" Like most football fans around the world | can only 
: get steamed up over a ‘competitive game’, That is one where the teams are playing for 
something ‘tangible’, like a crack at the Intercontinental Cup. Ifwhat Thommoe hinted at is 
true then, this game was'a nght con’, set-up by Charlie (Arfur Daley) Dempsey 
Is it not about time we knew more about Mr Dempsey. the controller of our soccer 
destiny? | mean, who the hellis he? Who put him there and most importantly, how do we 
get rid of him? Oceania is Australia, but we have a damned Kiwi making our decisions fer 
us, Speaking on our behalf, The game here has become woven into the most intricate web, 
crying out for money which can only come through two doors. One is Australian big 
business, while the only alternative way Is through Asia. ‘Yet we are saddled with Oceania 
whieh would be bad enough if they were soccer fanatics, because outside of Australia tnere 
are just over ten million of them floating about on lily-leaves. But the most incredible thing of 
all is that they do not give a shit about the game, save Charlie and a fellow called Paul 
Moon, 


“ While Australia's Atlanta Olympic campaign has only just begun, Asia's Olympic 

qualifiers have been in full swing since May 1995, Six of the eight firs! round groups were 

formalities and were decided with sevearl games ta go, China, Japan, South Korea, Oman, 
Kazakhstar and Saudi Arabia proceeded to the second round quite convincingly in Group 
G, however, a 1-0 UAE win over Iran in Dubai allowed the hosts to climb over Iran ang win = 
the group by one paint. Group H was slightly more clear-cut. Iraq trailed leaders Catar by 

three points with two games to play. On October 13 they defeated Qatar by 3-2 in Baghdad 

to edge to the tap on goal differnce and confirmed their leadership with a 1-1 draw with 

Jordan. The remaining eight teams have been split into two groups of four with only the 

winners and runners-up qualifying for Atlanta. Group one features Oman, Japan, Iraq and 

the UAE while Group two consists of South Korea, China, Saudi Arabia and Kazakhstan 

All matches will be played in a round-robin tournament in Malaysia between Merely 16-27 





™* Close to home locals Tahiti defeated the Solornon (silanes 27 in Che tinal at thie Senalhy 
Pacific Games. This follows their success inthe 1995 Polynesia Cup tournament in 
Wesiern Samoa where. after clefeating Tonga and American Sarnoa in the eany stages, 
they thumoed the hosts 7-0 to clinch the title 


™ it seems soccer has developed a taste of splitting their leagues into two paris Pirstly il 
was the J-League that followed the Argentine mode! and then South Korea Now bland 
Kong has follwed suit. 


Who is Paul Moon ? Another good question, Readers of World Soccer would recognise 
the name but | doubt if they would recognise him, He is Oceania’s ‘other voice’ in the 
soccer world, Could he be Charlie Dermpsey's alias? 





My kids play a computer game called ‘Where in the world is Carmen Sandiego? | am ** lt seems Jordan has acquired a taste for Iraqi coaches. Apparently this has nothing to 
eurrently working on a footbail-version called 'Where tn (he world is Charle Dempsey? do with their ability but their price. A monthly salary as iittle as 3300 js enough to hire one. 
Fe was last heard of going by the name of ‘Oceana Delegates’ in Auckland (where else?) Any intersted Aussie clubs can contact the Iraqi FA direct on GO11 964 1 7748261 
deciding on our next couple of World Cups, Recent siahtinos have also been reported in ** South Korea's giant Samsung corporation will field a team in the K-League next season, 
éuricn, Pans, Rio de Janeiro, Milan and London Surprisingly, he ts never spotted in Asia? It intends building a $730 million stadium in Suwon that will seat 44,00. 


Perhaps, some good news for Aussie soccer, Malaysia will cut its quota of foreign 
players per team from three to two 

™ Interest in Chinese saacer continues. to grow with about Falf the games attracting 
crowds around the 25,000 mark Quite often the attendances reach 30.000 anc even 
40.000. It's gotta be time for somenne to check on thelr marketing strateay 


Just so you know who's in charge... 
The following people are currently running the show they call Oceania. 
President: Charlie Dempsey (NZ) Vice President: George Dick (NZ) 
General Secretary: Josephine King (NZ) Treasurer: Jitendra D, Maharaj (Fiji) 
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Green Rover's Grunge Guide to the 
State League Grounds of NSW 


Part 2 - The First division arenas (so cailed arenas, that is.) 


But first, an apoloay. 

So often was the ground at Lynwood Park used as a First Division finals series Venue last 
s€ason that Green Rover forgot that the host club, Macarthur Rams. play in the Super 
League these days. But, as long standing members of the First Division. they surely won't 
mind being grouped with their old mates for the second part of this series. Wait ‘til they 
here what he has to say about them first, chuckie, chuckle! 


MACARTHUR RAMS: 

Lynwood Park at St Helens Park is a much improved facility, How could we think of this as 
a First Division ground?! It bears all the hallmarks of a stadium of the future. does it not? 
Well. if it wasn't so bloody far out of town, not to mention way over the other side of 
Campbelltown, proper, it would be an ideal place to visit all the time. As it is, holidays 
came once a year. And how do you get there without a car? Don't ask. Just drivel When 
You arrive you'll find plenty of parking, lots of seats and a licenced clubhouse. There's not 
much shade though, yet, and the pitch looks a bit on the dry side. 

Good announcements are a plus, but don't you DARE put you feet on the seats or the 
‘thought police’ will be around to sort you out. That's after a stern word over the PA first, of 
course. Tucker is good. Kids seem to swarrn everywhere to get served all afternoon, 
Where DO they get the money? When the bia lights go in and the new concrete stand 
gets @ roof on it, things will really be looking up at this outer, outer, cuter suburban ground, 


AUBURN UNITED 

Mona Park is one of Sydney's oldest soccer centres and to say it has not moved with the 
times would be an understatement. It is a council arounc with all the Inherent problems 
that brings, There are loads of seats which are spread in two arcs either side cf 2 players 
face which also serves to sneller the club's officials who stand weil back from the touchiine. 
There are also good embankments which afforcl some increased elevation, so essential with 
a pitch which is set so far away fram the main seating, A recently constructed cricket 
Pavilion is even further trom the action, perched as. it js or top of the ancient dressing shed 
building. This building ts (the domain of a chosen low officials and friends The pitch is 
usually fair though slippery on the touchlities, especially (eat the cricket square on the far 
side. Fans are Knowledgeable and partisan, offen provicling o Gece atmosphere Toilets 
and catering are average. Kebabs are the man fare with) iruted range of alternatives. The 
PA is quite good as a rule, bul the choice of mire ney ANU OOcAsiOnal visitors, There is 
no shelter for the ordinary supporter and it is @ windy ground at limes Parking is around 
the back and In short supply. Street parking is acerjuate {tis not too far ta walle fram 
Auburn station for the energetic, ten minules, taps Glib is wine on borrowed time with 
this ground as so many other clubs are getting thw facilities up to seratch and vying for 
super League status 


BATHURST '75 

Alex Lamberten Park is a relatively new complex and thie soccer loll of Bathurst have tone 
@ great job to establish a brand new venue all by liernimelves his is their first season in 
the division for some years ancl the best jail ofa wet to Molhurst has always teen the 
hospitality, They won't wart clubs totake launieny joins away. but they'll look after vou 
while you are there Well worthan avecnigh! stay you haven't been there, Othenvise 
cadge a lift on (ne learn bus if you can stara ihe singing on the way pack, 


Sn ee 


rm 


BELLMORE HERCULES 


Blick Oval is next to John Howard's old school, Canterbury Boys High and overiooks Canterbury 
Racecourse. Dear. oh dear, oh dear The view from the ground is great, you can see for miles 
but the view of the ground inside is one of absolutely stone age standard. The miniature stand, 
usually wall filled, seems to dety the wind to blow it away, so vulnerable does It look perched on 
the edge of the plateau on the lower side of the ground. The cricket pitch in the middie makes 
football precarious and the quaint cricket sightscreens, well, nobody Dothers to remove THEM 
during the soccer season, Adds character. don't you know? Most regulars stand at the too of 
the hill and try to find a patch of grass among the sticks enc stenes which cover the steeoly 
sloping hill which at least gives tne fans a panoramic view, if a distant one. Like many other 


grounds in the inner suburbs of Sydney this one néeds pensioning off. Cars have to park on 


the side streets, but you can walk from either Ashfield or Canterbury stations without wearing 
out too many pairs of shoes in a season, Food is just OK, Barbecue sells souviaki: guess the 
nationality of the hosts! The old green caravan serves as PA box and coffee bar, but unless the 
wind is blowing in the right direction you won't hear a word they say all afternoon, 


DULWICH HILL 

For Arlington Oval, see last month under CANTERBURY Well the big difference is that the PA 
system is Usually better and the steak rolls are worth a try. Otherwise the rest applies S-H 
toilets, overused pitch, pathetic scoreboard, no lights, just lots of old seats ana roof over your 
head in the battered Victorian-era stand which has seen much, much better davs. 


FAIRFIELD BULLS 

The Niveveh Field is a strange one and hard to describe in mere words. Situated behind the 
Nineveh Giub and Indoor Soccer complex at Edensor Pare it is a bus ride away irom Fairield 
and Cabramatta stations and has its own small car park at the club. Frendily folk will show you 
the ‘facilities’, These consist of a steel fence on cre side which has no. elevaten and is enough 
to hold up a double row of standing spectators, A rope afound the other three sides aijows a 
nominal small group to congregate on the other side which is exoected to be developed ‘one 
day. A grandstand is planned, Sut this wil be very small, The pitch is tiny ana bumpy. The 
catering should improve now thal there is a new amenities block, buL there ts no shelter fram 
the much better appointed Marconi, Sydney United and Bonnyrigg grounds, A word that came 

to mind last season Was spartan. Spectators are such hardy souls, aren't they, | 





HILLS UNITED 

Fred Caterson Reserve is a huge rural complex set off down 2 !ane from the Snowground Rosa 
at Castle Hill and reachable only by private transpert, uniess you are lucky with the bus 
timetable and don't mind hiking the rest itis a soceer centre now whieh is very much an the 
up. The trees bordering the ground allow it to retain its natural country look but the ores 
banks on the far side and the new amenities block and planned stand should make it a valued 
resource for the division in years to come. There are good llalits The ealering is qutstancing 
and the folk are friendly and welcoming, The pitch has its problems al limes though, aiid the 
car park is quite small, though open to all, It has a goog PA and once the stand goes in will 
have good elevation. Otherwise fans on the amenities side need to stand near the fenor ar 
back on the small embankment to watch the action. Has yet te create its own brand cf 
atmosphere needed to make a soccer fan's blood race. 


MOUNT DRUITT 

Popondetta Park has been there for many years naw and boasts adequate parking, go00 
catering, fair floodlights and choice of grass embankments or metai seating around the ground. 
Grandstand is smali, bul provides plenty of cover and seating on the concrete siéps, FAs 
good and dressing rooms excelilent, Why then does it seem so drab? lt must be the ceneral 
surrounds which are deoressing. The pitch is net too bad, you can get 2 goed look at the game 
and keep dry if you need lo And (ine calenng ts quite acceptable. it's a long wey out of town al 
Lethbridge Park / Blackett and a very lone way from any irain station. The place needs 2 snlast 
of colour to liven it up and its a pily the vancials Keepy Spoiling ine evons he cluo Made 10 Go ie 
nant thine by the small banc af loyal supporters 








MOUNT PRITCHARD 

They use Cook Park, at Cabramatta Wesl which backs cr lo houses on two sides and (he street 
on the other two. Thus there is no sense of privacy, no sense of atmosnohere and absalutely na 
frills. There are a few wooden seats on one side - see Fainield - 3 low grassed hill on the other 
anc a smallish pitch which ts not toa smooth. You can park insice, DuL buses from Cabramatia 
station are not the ideal way to reach the ground whion Is at least reserved for soorer Catering is 
ordinary, with a barbecue doing 4 brisk trade, No lights, no cover, no elevation and few seats. 

t's a wonder they aren't asked to PLEASE EXPLAIN at the start of a new season. Friendly 
crowd does compensate, but they will go nowhere until the facilities are crought up to standard, 


PENRITH PANTHERS 

Set to play at Penrith Park and nothing Known about this ground for soccer, With Nt Oruitt and 
West Wanderers all within a few xilometres of each other this area is becoming rather crowded 
now and surely all three cannot attract the necessary crowds to survive. Penrith heve the 
leagues club behind them and would like to resurrect top Tight football in the town. This year will 
be an interesting exercise for everyone concerned. 


RYDE CITY 

Play at the T G Milner Field, cheating really as it is the home cf Sastvood Rucby club. 'tis just 
off the Epping Road at arsfieid so easily reached by bus. but quite a way irom Eastwood siation 
on foot. The ground has parking inside. controlled by rugby people, with street parking for the 
more frugal among us. The pitch is well prepared. but can cut up 3 bit if ihe winter gets wet too 
early. An old. but large wooden stand faces the pitch on the ‘popular sige, but don't drop your 
loose change or you'll lose it between the ancient cracks in the near-rotten floorboards. There are 
toilets on thal side, but no catering. The main side has a licenced club, with a covered patio and 
heaps of seating. There ts a big hill behind one goal and very spacious dressing rooms. The 
scoreboard is good, the PA first class and the catering highly resemmenced. This greund has all 
the atmosphere of a typical smail English non-league grounc, with a vocal and friendly crowd, 
What more could you want? 


SOUTHERN MINOTAURS 

The team plays at Hurstville Oval, once the home of St George end siill the cricket ground for the 
grade team of thet name. Hurstville is a short walk from the station in a quiet sedate back street, 
firmly middle ciass in nature. Small cottages surround this ancient around which is skirted by a 
cycle track. Like Blick Oval the sightscreens remain all year round, but these actually look right 
somehow, everything is kept spick and span. The stand sits well back, beyond it a concrete 
apron and many rows of seats thus making it hard to get good viewing perspectives. The pitch is 
well carec! for, bul even those wha stand mear the fence are remote fram the action. The FA is 
ordinary, catering just acceplatle loilets fai seating good. Parkina is on the street and easy to 
secure. Crawd involvement is variable Nota ground ta capture Green Rover's heart by any 
streich of the imagination, All too far away 


STANMORE HAWKS 

Sharing Arlington Oval with Dulwich Hill May or ray not have a different scoreboard this year, if 
one atall. May of may not have a PA of thew owl May orriay not have souviakt and muddy 
coffee at the joke canteen. Guess ine nalionaity’ See under deinore 


SYDNEY COSMOS 

Will plav at Wentworth Park again until something more presticious (4) comes along. Wenty is 
ventral, being at the end of the freeway coming olf he Dice and nat too far ta walk fram 
Broadway or Pyrmont Bridge Road, bath served by buses aio wilhin fairsight of Central rail, The 
pitch is magnificent, but the dressing toiiis ate sate ofthe worst around. The stand is superb, 
but the catering is arip-off Forevery pliis there is atts The viewing is rst fate. Tre pitcn is 
too far away. The parking is only available on he stool The seating is comfortable, modern and 
extensive There are no lights and qames can only by played on Sundays due to Saturday night 
at he deas, Gh ane we Niust reserve jidqement of the =A system whlcn always wes woeful, 
Sil) taker at ‘ace value i isa laceity most would die tor 





WEST WANDERERS 

Chopin Park at Plumpton in Sydney's outer west was once the home of the Polonia club 
which fell on hard times a few years back and now only uses the cilibhouse for its own 
functions, leaving Wests use of the soccer facilities. Wests are a small frendly club with 
hard workers who nave spruced things up a bit, They reoulit the scorepoard, arranged nel 
awn catering and barbecue and worked hard on the pitch and surrounds. itis 2 long way 
off the beaten track. Footy Hill station is a fair old trot away and ii's not the easiest place to 
find by road, as many latecomers will tell you. It's just up the road from Mount Druitt. The 
good thing is that you can park inside the ground and even watch from the car if you get 
there early enough. It can get cold and though there are plenty of seals, elevation Is 
minimal and there is no cover whatsoever. Catering is handled well and the PA system Is 
well looked after. The pitch is reasonable these days aiter drainage improvements. There 
are no lights and dressing rooms are poky. Club is usually open after the game for a drinic. 
Worth a visit, cut not the most exciting place for crowd involvement. 





| The ULTIMATE Tipping competition - Update 
Well, | suppose it was inevitable. We've managed to sirike problems before we've kicked 
off simply because we ignored the almost obligatory withdrawals from an African | 
‘tournament, So here's the deal, Should anyone tip a nation that withdraws from 2 
‘tournament they will be automatically allocated the HOST NATION. And while we're at it 
we better clarify one other point. if no 3rd place match is played between losing semi- 
finalists, each team will be awarded 3pts fer reaching the semis. Hopefully this isthe only, 
itime we'll have to, er, make Up The rules as we go along.,. Then again well be seeing more | 
Lof Africa before the end of the tipping competition, | 
‘Oh, and a reminder that no allowance is made if participating nations decice to. take 'B’ 
iteams, Olympic selections, domestic-based squads or veterans. 
| The games have begun. and the event hasn't even started - Part 2. 
Most of us had a bit of a giggle when the draw for the Oceania Olympic qualifying was | 
made and then immediately had to be re-liggec so Oz could piay on the opening ay. 
But things got a little murkier on the other side of the world with the scheduling of the Gold | 
‘Cup It seems the Winner of Grp A (probably Mexico) was originally due to play the best | 
‘runner-up of the three groups in one of the semi finals, while the winner of Grp C (probaoly 
ithe USA) would meet the winner of Grp B (probably Brazil} in the other semi. Wouldn't you 








iknow it! A late change to the scheduling now means the winner of Grp B will play the best — 


‘runner-up, allowing the US two chances of avoiding Brazil inthe semis Stay tuned fora 
loud whinge if Canada is the best runner-up. 


| No Christmas cheer in Canberra... 

i\Paul Wade seems to pop Up here, (here and everywhere lalely, and he was on the ainaves 
lyet again on December 27th chatting ta ARC's GranUstand prograrny about a muinnier of 
subjects. He didn't seem real happy with Mike Lyons calling a 10am Chnstrias Day 
itraining session, but obviously Mike Lyons knew what he was doing as the Cosmos came 
‘out on Boxing Night and gave South Melbourne a reai Christmas stuming! Vvace was 
'particularly pleased to ceiebrate his 300th game with a brace of goals, bul wast't tou 
‘thrilled with Frank Arok who wasn't orepared to even shake Wade's hand in the post-match 
Imingling. As for thoughts of retirement, Paul seerned haopy enough to accept 
comparisons being made with another veteran having trouble convincing the public he 
should stay ir an Oz rational team... David Boon 


a 


. For tne jast time - we are NOT heading for Atiania! 

We've said it before, but obviously people can't read, Australia - should they win ine 

' Adelaide qualifving tournament, and then get past ine Concacaf runner-up - will not oe 
|heading for Atlanta The cilies }osting first raund matches are Miami, Oriando. oe: 
Birmingham, and Washington DC. Whe medal round matches will be played in ine Sanam 
IStadium, Athens, Georgia, And incase any of you out there nave creams of sLpporting 
the Aussies in the final, be warned The fia! to be played on Augus: 3 1s already soc on 











' | ' r 
Dear ‘Studs Up' P 0 Box 53, Oakleigh South, 3167 
As expected, our views on the expansion of the A-League met with a hostile response from 
some readers. But if the debate is intelligent, we welcome ali views. Michael Edgiey has 
earned himself a six issue subscription with the following contribution. 


As a new subscnber to ‘SU! | was angered at your article titled 'A Regressive Step! that 
appeared in your December 1995 issue. In my opinion it was a misinformed attempt ta capture 
the feeling of the general soccer supporter. | get continually ustrated when reading such olas 
from a persan who is not even willing fo put their name to the article. Ifthe author of this article 
really believes that sticking to 4 iwelve team competition is Good for Ausivallan soccer tien iis 
person is misinformed, Melbourne soccer is at the crossroads. Now ts the time to address the 
Heidelberg / Zebras fallout 

Firstly we must increase the opportunities available for players at A-League level. Barging 
Perth Glory into the National Competition is a step in the right direction. So to reduce another 
team from the eastern seaboard (as SU suggested) would be short sighted. Most of Australia's 
population is located in this area. Chopping more teams from this area wouid only alienate tne 
traditianal soccer supporter further. | continually hear on SBS, soccer radio shows ete how 
successful the A-Leque competition is Well. | urge soccer supporiers to look past this mhetoric 
and study the A League closely, Attendances are still low! Interestingly enough only local derbies 
have drawn large crowds and this is where Soccer Australia needs to focus by building upon the 
strong foundations it has. 

In my opinion Melbourne soccer supporiers are missing out. VVith only two teams in the A 
League (Morwell cannot be considered a Melbourne team) less scocer Supporters are seeing A 
League games than iast season. | have seen all the Melbourne derbies In ihe past and it was 2 
tragic day when Melbourne soccer lost it's showpiece, a South Melbourne / Heidelbera (now 
Melbourne Warriors) clash, Ail local soccer fans talk and think about inSydney and Melbourne are 
the derbies. All Soccer Australia has cone recently has been to take away from the supporters 
that have kept this fantastic game alive. To take anotner team away would be to further aggravate 
what is now a lender relalionship between Soccer Australia and \is fans For soccer's sake iets 
give something back to the fans by giving them soccer! Melbourne fans are not seeing enough 
soccer and this must be considered as an unacceptable situation. Cn some weekends there ts 
not even an A-League game in Meibourne. THIS IS TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE! Melpourne is 
the sporting capital of Australia, By recucing the teams from four to hwo has lel other sports get on 
top of our great code. Let's get back into the competition by giving welbourne another team. 
Melbourne soccer is suffering and this should be of areat concern to all soccer supporters around 
Australia 

Let's study Melbourne's soccer scene closely. Although the Melbourne nights are champions 
they cannot draw the wider Melbourne public to their games. Their graund in Sunshine ts possibly 
the warst inthe A-League. It has very little spectator appeal, the surface |s rarely up to A-League 
level and for it's overtly ethnic packaround it will always have problems attracting the wider 
comnniiinty to suppeat it From Seccer Australia's point of view the Melbourne Knights need to 
shrug them ethnic identily botare the mainstream public consider them 4s an alternative io other 
summeratthachons On the otter hand South Melbourne has been able to attract the wider 
commiurnty to hen caries al ther new Lakeside venue, All Melbourne clubs (even potential A- 
Leaque clubs) need (ose Lokeside Stacum as a benchmark for their venues, Even though 
South Melbourne Hatt been perioriniiie poorly on the park it has been able to draw the best crowds 
Ha Thee leche 

he national laqnecroworne beck to lonteer) leans | am suggesting the fourteenth team should 
come tion Melbourne Whine will be the third Melbourne club? The strongest candidates will be 
Melbourne Wariors (lornery Hoidelborg Uniled), Thomastown Zebras (formerly Melbourne 
Zebras), Bulleen Lions and (he Carlo Alies this obvious that the spin-off of an AFL club does 
have 2opee! yet all soccer far sheila lie wary of being yeated like guinea pigs by 2 powerful AFL 
club 

At present the Melbourne Waris senm to have the dae on the other candidates, Fulltime 
acministrative Star, 3 h€akny Memiscrsnip base thal ai tas: nas Seen movilizec bye coard lec by 
Presicent Angelo Bouzis. Warathon Foocs supremo wack Daroalis, ana Chairman Or Anestasios 





Tamis. The clubs debt has been wiped, long overdue ground renovations have begun and the 
club has been able to form @ Premier League squad that on pader wouid rival any that it has had 
in the National Leaque, The Melbourne Warriors Mav look upon their relegation as a blessina in 
disquise as it has enabled the club to consolidate it's suppert and plan carefully for the future. The 
Bulleen Lions have thrown their hat in ine ring and like ine Thomastown 2eoras ney nave Deen 
quietly gathering momentum. Their applications will have fo include new home arounds because 
both current home venues are Hownere near A-League standard, The iniigué cening who (any) 
of the three clubs will gain A-League status will provide a welcome change to ine Victorian Premier 
League. Matches will be played with increased significance when these clubs meet 

| eagerly await the applications of ihe three Victorian Premier League ciuios and ioox jorward ta 
seeing one of the clubs promoted to the top level, Melbourne soccer needs one of tnese sides in 
ihe A-Legue, Let's hope Soccer Australia does it's job anc selects Ihe ciub which fee t's nowse in 
order. May the Desi submission win! 


The advertisements in the national press calling for applications to become part of the 
Ericsson Cup created enormous interest, as for the first time (that we've seen, anyway) 
SocAus detailed the criteria for entrance into the A Leaque. 

Dr Peter Bayliss forwarded his views... 


The advertisement in 'The Australian’ on 1/ December 1995 about entry to the 1896/97 
Ericsson Cup states 

“All applicants must meet the following criteria: An ability to demonstrate that the clup 
has the capacity to represent a region, city or significant part of a city..." 

De the present 12 teams in the A-League fulfil the first criteria? No, Tne home grauind of UTS 
Olympic is located in the inner western suburbs of Sydney’ however. it is located about & kms eas! 
of the demographic centre of Sydney. Located about 25 kms westwards fram the Ciympic home 
ground are the home grounos of both Marconi-Faimelo ana Syaney Unitea, wnicn are locatec 
about 3kms apart jn the outer western suburbs of Sydney. in Sydney, the nine rugby league 
teams are geographically spread better than Marconi-rainieic and Sydney Unitea 97 hereiore 
these two clubs represent the same gecaraphic region of the city, 

Ta retain a 12 team league, which is a must fc maintain the stancard of the A-League, a team 
must be dropped to aliow the entry of Perth. At present, inree teams in Syaney means A-League 
versus A-League There are over 50 home games ina 30 week period, In addition, either 
Newcastle or Wollongong is close enough for fans to visi. occasionally. Therefore. itis not possible 
for any fan to see all these games. A realistic maxXImMUM Would bE 3U games. Therercre, only wo 
teams are needed in Sydney! Two high calibra teams would attract more fans 

Both Adelaide City and West Adiaide play at Hindmarsh Stadium, Therefore these two clubs 
represent the same city Since the teams play on alternate weekends al home thie otiers the fan 
33 games toattend. Therefore, there is less Al.eaque versus A-League competition 

lf Auckiand Is able to Neld ateam, thm would represent a new edy! Altmough the New #ealand 
Soccer Association backed by FIFA would not like a team in the A-League there is a free trade 
agreement between Australian and New Zealand that would override the objecwian. In order to 
accomodate Auckland and to hvaintaine 72 leur league, nen one of the Adelaide tears smoutd 
be relegated. 









Meanwhile, Stephen Predny was none too impressed by our suggestion that the axe hangs 
over Wollongong... 


Dear 'SU', 

Merry Xmas and Happy New Year to you and all your cllentele. 

Now what's this rubbish about getting nd of Wolenaeng? Dear oh dear. | thought you quys were 
on our side. Wallongong probably deserve to be one ef only 2 few teams thet should readily reside 
in the leaque. 

Now take one of vour criticisms of Wollongong |e oor attendances and look at it trom a ciftererit 
pe‘spective. Wollongong hes & sopulation of approximately 250, 00C Gust guessing), Melbcume 
Aas @ Dooulation of 3 milion. Wollongong araw ari averace of 3,000 peapie ver game, Melbourne 





Next up is youth league guru Roy Hay, who reckons we were a bit harsh in our 


Knights draw an average crowd of 3,966 -that means Melbourne Knights, considering assessment of the Melbourne Knights in SUS 


Melbourne is a two-team town, can draw on about 1.5 million peopie to come and see their 
game - so therefore by simple maths they have about six times more people with the 
opportunity to come and see ‘their team. You could expect around 24,000 peocole te flock 
to Somers St to see the Melbourne Knights piay, so what's wrong? Vvveil, i Know and you 
Know that. 

So to put crowd attendances in perspective - in veal terms Votlongong has prooanly the 
best patronised ground/team in the A-League, and the likes of Melbourne Knights, 
Marconj, Sydney United and a few others have very pathetic crowd attendances, the 
reasons being as Henry (Wizgier) out it = the Trurnvirate. 


Dear ‘SU’. 

Can | respond to pp. 3 and 277 {tts fair snougn to Nave @ Qo al the Knights for ihe Genciencies of 
the Australian-Groatian Sports Centre at Somers St from your own point of view but just taking the 
paints in order. First on page 3. 

1. The Committee is Croatian. 

Club has a largely Australian Committee now. Virtually a!l born here and trying hard to come to 
terms with transition to a younger generation, The club has tried some people irom outside the 
Croatian ambit altogether and the experience has not been entirely successful. 

2, Team largely made up of players with strong Croatian links. 

Team at present includes Lapsansky, Spiteri, Markovski, Di Amicis, Tiatta, Cervinski who nave no 
Croatian connections whatsoever Way back if used to have more than haifa team of Scots too 

3, Crowd is predominantly Croatian. 

Probably, but I'd like to see a little evidence on current composition. Certainly efforts are beina 
made to attract the bread range of western suburbs cecpie. 

4. Why would they want to change? 

Because crowds are down and the ciub has constructed larce and expensive facilities out of the 
resources of the first generation of Croatian migrants and has net relies sn handouts from iccal 
communities. The people connected with the club are prove of their nentage But realise it can only 
be preserved in a vibrant and growing setting which attracts people. 





Another point of interest is the small number of pecple that go te see most teams play 
obviously stems fram the poor image the previous NSL had jor many years. This poor 
image, fostered by the ethnic tag and which appears to be at least being removed even if 
anly in a small way, was the very catalyst which prevented more people Tom becoming 
Involved in the game either through the media or through direct participation and ropbed 
such clubs as Wollongong from having @ much larger spectator base. 


Now to another matter. Of late |'ve heard of a number of sportina organisations wantina to 
come on board and field teams in the A-League. Teams such as Carlton (AFL), Manly, 
Canberra & Brisbane (Rugby League) have expressed an interest in fieiding teams in the 
new A-League. If that is the case, then I'd say by the year 2000 we may well have a vastly 
different looking A-League than the one we have now - one which could possibly see the 
demise of such teams as Sydney United. Marcon etc. These teams which Tor so iong nave 
been stalwarts in the NSL could well be overtaken by dynamic snorting conglomerates 
wishing to provide their supporters with) a year round sporting diet. They realise that for six 
months of the vear their grounds lie dormant and with a newly emercina A-League an 
Opportunity exists where they can utilise their Grounds and af the same time make money. 
Full marks to these organisations for at leasi testing (he waters and for Soccer Ausiraiia to 
at least be listening, 


Now on page 27 (SU) 

5, No public transport ta Somers St 

Have you ever ined to get to Waverley? | suspect that most young Ausiralians can lind one in four 
to six with a car and would prefer to share that rather than oo by public transport anvwav, Most 
fans tend lo go in groups in my expenence, for the almmesphere. 

6, Better take a picnic basket 

You walk in to tne ground past the clubroorns where there 15 a superb range of food, certainly 
better and cheaper than that at Giympic Mark, though even there they had siarted with a variety of 
sausages recently [here is another outlet under {the main stand OK they need 10 be better 
signposted perhaps 

f High heels necessary on the terraces 

Visibility at the ground is better than Olympic Village, Connor Reserve, virtually anywhere apart 
from Olympic Park. There isa huge seated area, with more to come. Winddreaks are going up, 
though the lads from 3-WR6 will teil you that the purpose bull wing-tunnel trom wien they 
broadcast is a bit much, 

Given thal this fas ali been created from scraich on the site of an old drive-in. out of the resources 
of larcely working class people, by voluntary effort, and presidec over by a Committee which 
changes every year, | think itis not bad going and werthy cf scme praise rether than denigration 
| should Geciare an interest in thal lam busy wrilirg ine nisiory of ihe ciub, Gui | Gon't ini fim 
going overboard. The peaple | know around the club are well aware of the changes in Australian 
soccer and are consciously walking. a tightrape which involves sroadening the desis of support 
without losing the interests and vallies ana the people who gave rise to the ciub in the first place. 
Australia's multicultural policy encourages ethinic diversity and this means recognition of 
differences rather than the bland homogeneity of the AFL or rugby league. 


Now, my beloved Newcastle cellar-dwellers of the A-League. Ajirght, so we're not travelling 
that well, | really believe this will not be our year (ha, ha), but the ootential is there, and 
there's a buzz around the place - not just with 4 new revamped Newcate, Dut also wiih a 
revamped A-League. Next year won't be our year either but I'd sav 97-98 could weil see 
Newcastle really making inroads into the A-League and rightfully become a real farce. With 
the likes of Zane, Pryce, Thomas, Johns & Moore - the New Kids on the Block - and with a 
production line churning out new talent, watch out) The Breakers are Back - well, not quite 
yet. 


Branko, Branko, Branko - the man | don't want to be - | think he's been portrayed 2s a bit of 
a bad bay by (the media, Branko, | don't think you're that bad, but one thing i reaily must 
disagree with you about ts your belief that Tony Popovic should be our next Australian 
captain | agree he may well moke agecd cartain Sut | just don’! think he's a goed encugh 
player He may well appear lo have the goods inthe AsLeaque but on the international 
scene | believe: players would (on neo atone hin he's just foo slow Anyhow, oo hard 
feelingy and by Wie way, Panes did get tote Goll tie 

Rupert he Phantom be tiay well be vung in Sore dark comer. hs beady eyes 

pe sinc The rounel Dall oode whe h Teeceauie ae que fore sane Watch out David Hill and 
av you clubs, Rupe isin lowhaticha Deb ot tie eqte ehoanige Ihlowr i Gur general Girection 
could well see him hijack aun sport wihtehi to mney fal be such a bad thing, 

Now, okay, Enough ef Wins, fry Mew Years (esolutions are 

i) David Hill keep on keapiicn i) Hredkers to wil one pore home game tris season, 





Just this week three young Austad (oni a2 Croatian background and one from a Greek 
background helped run a cuaching clinic ina sehoal in Geelong. The second session had to be 
held inthe gymnasium, For the last lem we hanced out red and areen bands to the Grade Six 
students. Within 30 seconds (hey were clheonnd al the tops of their voices for the 'reds' and the 
‘greens. They had a ball and sa did the coaches So pernaps we need to fina a way oI 
recognising partisanship in sport without Cuinopine it allinte an unthinking ethnic Oaeikel whch 

© iA yj ry ; a] =i) hacia -4 10) ea ae 
So to all you out there, Meiry Xrias & Happy New Year ens he eee sit roe nt ile ty td ~f ps ee Paragraph on maw + Fait thes 
PS. Henry. I'm with you ar | aie 
P25, i's pronounced Newrarse' - but please leave the arse out of its spailing| 





And there goes the whistie! 





Yes folks, it's (virtuallv} half-time in the inaucural 4-Leacue season. 





Which means it's time we took a brief look at each club and what they have 
offered. And if you reckon we're being a hit tough, vou're wrong! 





UTS OLYMPIC (35 points) A+ 

Amazing wnat a difference a compiete overhaul makes! A new coach, new committee 
members, a new General manager, a few new players, in short, a new aitituce, Fantastic to 
see a club finally plaving with three up font Traianovski has been a revelation, with 
Taliadores ciscovering a new lease of life since his arrival from Marconi. David Ratcliffe 
deserves all the plaudits coming his way, as he has turned around 2 club that was on the 
verde on exclusion from the i@ague. His attacking policy has paid dividends, as their stvle 
of play has attracted some of the season's largest audiences. Here's hoping their attitude 
remains that way ‘til the enc of the season. 


MARCONI (34 points) B+ 

Hard to arque with a team in second place but many things still bug us about Marconi. 

Any team which loses at Brancon Park cannot warrant an ‘A’ rating, and t's difficult to rave 
about a team which has keot only 5 clean sheets in 17 games. Good to see Francis 
Awaritefe making an impact end if Longo can reach peak form Marconi will be there on 
June 9 Manfred Schaefer deserves some crecit. but after the coaching cisasters cf recent 
seasons, any change was likely to be ar improvement. 


SYDNEY UNITED (30 points) 

[ spite a couple of excellant performances (ITSO, Sth Melb), SU have yet to convince 
Sat then charapiarship potential Defence is solid, but erratic performances Up front 
have hindered (men ehallonge fora top two spot The acquisitier of Patikas may 56 just the 
Nickel but the possible loses of Popovic would checkmate their title dreams 

Milicic must fire or amore consistent basis, as must Zdrilic and Moric 


BRISBANE STRIKERS (29 points) B+ 

A new ground, the arrival of Farina ana Polak, the blossoming of Cranney and an increase 
i attendances have all added up to a wonderful first half of the season for the teague's 
perennial 'almosts’. lf Brisbane don't make the finals it will be because of their traciitionally 
inconsistert away form, although that is improving. Have yet to win acainst quality 
Oppostion away from Suncorp, anc they will be required ta do that in the finals 

It's now or néver in Queensland... 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS (28 points) C 
A quality squad (albeit Viduka-less) has fsilec to capture the form of $4/95, and the 


' prospect of a mid-season coaching chance may further hamper the Knights’ charge to the 


finais, On the other hand, lan Debson's arrival could be just the chenge needed. and the 
Knights’ fans have every reason tc expect them to be there in June. Eighteen goals in 
seventeen games is not good enough, anc the arrival of Markovski has provec fruitless so 
far Dobson was in charge of him at Altona and wasn't cverly impressed so louk for greater 
“poortunities given to Kutlesovski. Tiatto, Spiter! and Juric will all be regres fn ine 
Olmpic play-off v Concacaf runner-up so their finals campaign 's sure lo be torpedoed 


WEST ADELAIDE (25 points) B 

|Jave lived in Ac City's shadow for too long. It's time for them ta put up or otut up 

Haul Blanco may weil inisn lip as the Oz Ciympic coach su ls mine! ay Oe esewo ere 
‘he second hall ol the semson bret it all comes back to the fitness ol 
lhe con fart Sone sont ot understanding with Mathan Cisy ther tio Stones vail fealy 62 
Wile) Gain tw see Parnicuiady i Leh ac OTe eer even yey 


rs Chere ps eties 





ADELAIDE CITY (22 points) C- 

Are we being too harsh or have Ad City lost the plot. Since Matic deparied, the Zebras 
appear to have lost that ‘edge’ and Perin has a big job ahead of him just to get the 2's into 
the finals. Without Mori their season vould be as good as ever Hassell, Lozarovski and 
Gibson must lift. Have yet to prove they have overcome the lasses of Melta and T.Viamar 


MORWELL FALCONS (21 points} D 

Last year's finalists have collapsed after good early season form, but *heir inability ta renlace 
John Markovski, well, atlracl qualily players in General remains their biggest nurcie. 
Bingham's honeyrnoon ts over, and with the loss of Sevin through tnjury, its hard to see 
them making the six Warren Spink, the Falcons’ future is in your nands 


CANBERRA COSMOS (20 points) A 

Along with Newcastle, everybody's pre-season pick to finish eleventh cr lower, out Mike 
Lyons has performed minor miracles in the capita! to proauce a hard-working, organised 
and enthusiastic squad. The emergence of Musitano and the card-attracting Ferinovic 
have provided Cosmos fans with pienty te enthuse about. while the goal-scoring expallis of 
Wade have been the icing on the cake. 'SU' has also been impressec with full back Paul 
Dee. We genuinely hope they continue their good form, although talk of 2 finals place is 
premature. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE (20 points) D 

The move to the Bob Jane Stadium was supposed to be the panacea to all iheir woes, Dui 
some terrible defending has hampered their push towards a finals berth, Once again Frank 
Arok called on Alar Davidson to plug a huge gap al the back but he won't be arounc when 
counts, The forrn of Paul Trimboli has disquised SM's midfield weaknesses, and it's 
difficult to see them caping with Kuzmenovic, Bletsis and Valkanis hemg down key 
defensive cositions Or wirening 2 charmpronsnip with Anastasiacis in goe 





NEWCASTLE BREAKERS (10 points) C 
Not much was expected so we can hardly be disapointed Kosmina nas got both eyes 
firmly set on the future. as he should with Newcasue immune trom relegation in the 
immediate future. Zane, Bennetl and co have shown they can play at this tevel. Its now up 
to Kossie to make sure his young team don't lose the plot. We suspect Craig Carter wili 
continue to be the Breakers’ busiest player in the second haif of the season, 


WOLLONGONG (10 points) E 


Truly terrible. Have inherited Heidelberg's crown as the ‘aughing stocx of the league. 

Nick Theodorakopouios Is either very brave or a fool, lis hard to see wnat he can do. 
Obviously Horsley and Middleby have talent, but their performance at Sth Melb was so bad 
you had to be there to believe it’ As we stated in SUS, unless the Wolves can turn things 
around quickly their place in the A-League must surely come under lose serutiny 

Surely things can only get better., 





| Players ‘SU’ has enjoyed watching so far this season.... 
Goalkeepers: Bob Catlin, Frank Juric, Craig Carter 
‘Defenders: Paul Dee, Sean Cranney, Robbie Hooker, Fausto DeAmicis, 
Milan Glaqojevic, Milan Ivanovic, Tony Popovic, Paul Wade 
‘Midfielders: Andrew Marth, Matthew Bingley, Pablo Cardozo, Steve Panopoullos, 
Paul Trmnboli, Mark Silic, Jim Patukas 

Forwards: Kris Trajanovksi, Michael Musitano, Nathan Day, Clayton Zane, 

Marko Perinovic, Norman Tome, Francis Awaritefe, Frank Farina, 

Tony Perinich 


————S ——— ee — 
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Bulletin Board 


Regular readers of 'SU' shouldn't need to be reminded but for the 
benefit of newcomers we'll say it again. This is a FREE service. 
If you've got something interesting to sell or give away, or if you are 
desperately trying to track down an audio tape of Andy Paschalidis' 
commentary of Chris Faklaris' goal v Turkey during the '93 WYC, 
don't hesitate to bung it on paper (or disk) and send it down to the 
usual address (see page 2). 


Subseribe! - [t's cheaper! 





We don't like getting down on our kness and pieading, bul if wecan | 
continue to (slowly but surely) build our subscription base we can keep 
producing ‘SU ona monthly basis. So keep passing on the good word 
about SU! to all the people you sit (or stand) next to at A-League games, 
' State | cupue panes, representative games, amateur games, um, you've 

probably got the message by now, 





Thanks a lot, keep 'em comings! 





Thanks to all the people who responded to our request for old Oz 
programmes. Some of the stuff received was sensational - including a few 
of those hard to get matches against club teams (i.e. Adamstown, Newcastie 
Austral). We will certainly put them to good use and once we've finished 
with them we'll give someone a chance to win a few choice ones in the 
ULTIMATE tipping competition. 


Wanted: Someone who can draw! 
Woll doartoonist actually. But we're not reai fussy about the quality of the 
iwi vw are a havenne alter all) We've got plenty of ideas but stick hgures 
With anne lage woulde't look real (lash, so if anvone out there knows someone with 
abit of tile tell eo te eet in touch, This could be their first step to fame & glorv! 


World Cup on the Gold Coast! 


Not the (ill blawa JIPA job of course, but the Gelden Oldies World Fun Cup which 
will be held (ante DA Otober at Carrara Stadium. To compete vou must be over 33 
as at Deceniber “1, 19%6 and there will be a seperate division for the over 45's. And 
Ves, a Womens competition wil be runas well, For further details ring: 

the Carnival Director on (07) 5250325 or write to PO Box 142 Tugun 4224. 

Entries close fie SO) Ye so dt iht be line La get out of the house and see ut vou 
aan still roo before vou decide whether to compete, Lf not, it'll be a great dav to go 
down wind watehoa few ganes awas. You never know who'll be competing.... 


More news on Collector Cards. 

Spotted in a specialty shop in Chapel St, South Yarra (Melb) recently was a 
complete set of Phillips League Collector Cards from the inaugural season! Yep, 
we had to rub our eyes, and then rub them again when we saw the price. $200. 
Well, there's always someone out there mad enough, sorry, keen enough to fork 
out extreme amounts of cash to add the unusual to their collection. 

If you're interested you can find the store opposite Chapel Street Bazaar. 


Internet news 

Those of you who do a bit of surfing may want to check out an 
interesting web page at: 
http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/michaei_schneider 


Australia v Japan - see ya there! 


Melbourne feaders should already be planning their visit to the Bob Jane Stadium on 
Valentines Day to see the city's first full international since June 1993, Yep, it's been 
that long! The curtain-raiser to the Oz / Japan match should also be good viewing 
wilh JEP Utd (apparently with Wynton Rufer) taking on South Melbourne. ‘SU’ will 
once vqain be holding a pre-match session at the Cricket Ciuib Hotel in Clarendon St, 
50 don't forget to wear that yellow shirt... 


The 'Studs Up' conference... 


Thanks to all the readers who have passed on suggestions for the inaugural 'SU' 





conference, Which almost certainly will be held on Grand Final (Queens Birthday) Sa = = 
weekend. Most fans would prefer the conference to be held in the city which | Melbourne Sports Books 
hosts the GP, so all we can say al this stage is get ready fora trip to Sydney about 9 Elizabeth St, Melbourne 3000 (right next to McDonalds) 


June 9. Phenatyoot fas hae seat to letters of support, with a couple even going 
30) as faras mailing in suggested agendas. \ oumber of people have suggested we 
TP should have aserivs of awards, joo luding Phiver, Coach, Team of the Year ete; 
Best ‘SU’ interview, most interesting article ete, as well.as peneral discussion such 
as Promotion, Marketing, The cole ol the ovedia and so on. Plenty of suggestions 
for guest speakers as well... 


We will be printing further information in future issues of 'SU', but keep the 
suggestions coming. 


Phone: (03) 9621-1211 PhiFax: (03) 9621-1383 
Trading Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30-5:30 Fri: 9:30-7:00 Sat: 9:30-5:50 
More items of interest: Paul Wade- $19.95 Don Campbell - $20 
Eric Cantona-$45 A-League Yearbook-37 David Plati- $40 
Football against the enemy - $29 A Passion for the game-$40 Rothmans - $50 
Plus a huge range of second-hand Shoot, Match, Football Monthiy ana 
World Soccer magazines. Also, English Soccer trading cards - $3 a packet. _ 








Well, that’s all the league action for the next few weeks, it's time to go and 
check out the odd cup game before a huge siab of domestic and international 
fixtures rain down on us. See ya in Feb but in the meantime don't forget to 


Look out for... 
| Olympic Qualifying Tournament in Adelaide 


Australia's matches: 
13-Vanuatu T/¥-Solomon islands 19-Fiji 21 -v New Zealand 
2o-Vanuatu 27 -Solomonisiands 29-Fiji 31-vNewZealand 





20 - A huge serve of Saturday soccer on offer with ail 2nd legs of the Johnnie 
Walker Cup 1st round to be decided. 

Morwell v Adelaide City Canberra v West Adelaide Melb Knights v Sth Meib 
Wollongong v UTSO sydney Utd v Marconi Brisbane v Newcastle 

23 -JWC Quarter Finals 25-JWC Semi finals 27 - JWC Final 


See page 11 for details of JEF United's Victorian tour 


FEBRUARY 

2 - The Ericsson Cup resumes with Newcastle hosting Morwell 
10 - Australia v Japan (at Brandon Park, Wollongong) 

14 - Australia v Japan (at Bob Jane Stadium, Melbourne) 
25 - Australia v Sweden (at Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane) 
28 - Australia vy Sweden (Venue to be decided, Sydne 
| And Oceania’'s 30th Anniversary Banquet to be held in Auckland 
- call Charlie Dempsey or his daughter for details 





MARCH 
1-3 & 14-16 - African Olympic qualifying finals (first named teams at home in first leg) 
Zimbabwe v Nigeria Togov Guinea Ghana v Cameroon 

5 - UEFA Cup 1/4 Final 1st leqs - feat. Barcelona v PSV, Milan v Bordeaux 

7 - ECWC 1/4 Final 1st legs - feat, Parma v Paris St Germain, La Coruna v Zaragoza 


MAY 

CONCACAF Olympic qualifiers (Final round) - And the runner-up Is... 

5 - Draw for the Olympic Finals tournament (to be conducted in Attanta) 
26 - 1st leg Oceania / CONCACAF Olympic play-off (unconfirmed) 


JUNE 

1 - FIFA announces the winner of the ongoing Japan / Scuth Korea WC2002 campaign 
2 - 2nd leg Oceania / CONCACAF Olympic play-off (unconfirmed) 

§- Inatigiiatal A-Leagiie Grand Final 








JULY 
3-4 50th FIFA Congress lo be held in Zurich. Watch those sparks fly 
19 - Olympic Garnes beqin in Atlanta, but the soccer won't... 


EEE 


And finally, the first of what we hope will become a regular sub-section of 


Look out for... 

|ALEX CASTRO who is currently with the ACT Academy. inside sources suggest the guy 
could be really worth having an optic at after he fully recovers from his latest injury. To 
iquote our source". he has the potential to go all the way" Now you know what we think of | 
ithe term ‘potential’, but as we readily admit you've gotta have poteniial before you can 
isucceed 


8 —— —— — ay 








